
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
is called by God to be an inclusive community of faith,  

abiding in God’s love, and committed to: 

Enjoying God, Following Jesus, and Growing Disciples 
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You Are Welcome Here: 

We are glad you are worshipping with us today.  We pray you experience our 

joyful welcome and God’s peaceful presence as you worship with us today.  

 

Questions about Westminster? Just ask! Any one of us would be glad to help.   

 

The Sanctuary is a Place of Reverence and Worship 

In order that our worship might be meaningful to all, please enter the sanctuary 

reverently.  The narthex or courtyard are good places to visit with friends 

before or after worship. Use the moments before worship to prepare your heart, 

mind, and body for worship, centering yourself in the space and quieting your 

heart.  It may be helpful to listen quietly to the prelude, find the hymns we will 

be singing, meditate on the scriptures we will be reading.   

Children at Westminster:   

Children are an integral part of our church family.  We are glad when they 

come to worship God with us.  In our midst, children learn our rhythms of 

worship, become knit into our fellowship, and teach us as surely as we are 

teaching them.  

 

Please take children to the restroom before worship.  If you need to leave the 

sanctuary during worship, please use the exits at the rear of the sanctuary.  We 

ask that families sit together during worship and that no child move 

unaccompanied through the building. 

 

Children’s worship packets are available on the front pew and are given out 

after The Time With All Gods Children.  Children first grade and up (by age or 

development) are encouraged to remain in worship.   

 

Children in kindergarten and younger (by age or development) may depart 

with our caregivers and teachers for the nursery or remain with their parents 

for worship if they choose.  If this is your first visit to Westminster, you are 

welcome to accompany your child to Children’s Sunday School so that you 

can meet our caregivers and help settle your child in.  

 

A brochure regarding our Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adult protection 

policy is available in the narthex.   
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Service for the Worship of God 

 

October 25, 2026 

 
 

 
WE GATHER IN GOD’S WORD 

Chiming the Hour 

Prelude 

Words of Scripture  Isaiah 63:7 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 

    the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 

because of all that the Lord has done for us 

    and the great favor to the house of Israel 

that he has shown them according to his mercy, 

    according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Call to Worship: 

One:  May we remember 

All:  That God created. 

One:  May we remember 

All:  That God liberated. 

One:  May we remember 

All:  That God fed. 

One:  May we remember 

All:  That God is still creating, 

God is still liberating, 

And God is still feeding us. 

One:  Let this be our story. 

All:  Let this be where we begin. 

One:  Let us worship our holy God.   
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*Hymn #307 “God of Grace and God of Glory”  CWM RHONDDA 
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Call to 
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Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, 

We admit to remembering the wrong things. 

We remember worldly lessons like, 

“Everyone for themselves,” 

“An eye for an eye,” and 

“All is fair in love and war.” 

And yet, we forget to forgive 70 times seven, 

To love our neighbors as ourselves, 

And to live like the body of Christ. 

Why is it so hard to remember the right things? 

Release us from our muscle memory and 

Re-center us in a new place, 

A fresh place, 

A space grounded in your love. 

Help us to receive your word anew, 

And to consider stewardship not with the world’s rules, 

But with your rules. 

Help us remember.  With hope we pray, 

Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon  

*Response of Praise Hymn 647 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 

And now let the weak say, “We are strong”; 

let the poor say, “We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 

And now let the weak say, “We are strong”; 

let the poor say, “We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 

Give thanks. Give thanks. 

*Passing the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Time with All God’s Children 

Prayer for Illumination 

First Scripture Reading Exodus 16:1-18 

16 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim and came to the 

wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 

second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2 The whole 

congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the 

Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of 

bread, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 

with hunger.” 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 

each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will 

test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when 

they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other 

days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall 

know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the 

morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your 

complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 
8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your 

fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you 

utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the 

Lord.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites: 

‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10 And as Aaron 

spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the 

wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to 

Moses, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight 

you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you 

shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there 

was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 

surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 
15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?”[a] For they did 

not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given 

you to eat. 16 This is what the Lord has commanded: Gather as much of it as each 

of you needs, an omer per person according to the number of persons, all providing 

for those in their own tents.” 17 The Israelites did so, some gathering more, some 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2016%3A1-18&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-1963a


8 

less. 18 But when they measured it with an omer, those who gathered much had 

nothing over, and those who gathered little had no shortage; they gathered as much 

as each of them needed. 

Second Scripture Reading  Luke 22:1-23 

22 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 
2 The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus[a] to death, 

for they were afraid of the people. 

3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; 4 he 

went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police 

about how he might betray him to them. 5 They were greatly pleased and agreed 

to give him money. 6 So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to 

betray him to them when no crowd was present. 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed. 8 So Jesus[b] sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover 

meal for us that we may eat it.” 9 They asked him, “Where do you want us to make 

preparations for it?” 10 “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, 

a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters 
11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest 

room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’ 12 He will show you a 

large room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” 13 So they 

went and found everything as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover 

meal. 

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 
15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer, 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it[c] until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 
17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it 

among yourselves, 18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of 

the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and 

when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the 

same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the 

new covenant in my blood.[d] 21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and 

his hand is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, 

but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” 23 Then they began to ask one 

another which one of them it could be who would do this. 

This is the Word of the LORD.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon           Rev. Caroline V. Dennis 

“Remember Your Story” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A1-23&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25858a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A1-23&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25864b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A1-23&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25872c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A1-23&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25876d
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us, not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

New Member Welcome Alanna Angel 

Call to Offering 

*Hymn #521                                     “In Remembrance of Me”                                    RED 
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*Response of Praise Hymn #717 

For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known,  

with these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own; 

here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring;  

give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing. 
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*Prayer of Dedication 

Gracious God, 

As we come to you today in prayer, we admit that giving is complicated. 

At times it is easier to remember our shame or guilt around giving, 

as opposed to your joy or generosity. 

We all have our money narratives, and they affect us in different ways. 

So today as we offer our gifts to you, 

we pray that you would re-center our narrative. 

Remind us that we do not give out of shame or guilt. 

We do not give out of obligation. 

We do not give to feel worthy. 

And we do not give to buy your grace. 

We give out of a desire to participate. 

We give as a sign of gratitude. 

We give because we belong to one another. 

We give to build a more just and equitable world. 

We give because we love, and that’s what love does. 

So take these gifts and remind us that we belong to one another. 

Remind us that all money narratives are welcome at this table. 

Remind us that whatever shame or guilt we bring with us 

will be washed away with your empathy and love. 

Remind us, and then help us to build that more beautiful world. 

In hope we pray, 

Amen. 
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*Affirmation of Faith     

The story of God calls us to remember— 

that creation was made good, 

and Sabbath is necessary. 

The story of God calls us to remember— 

that we belong to one another, 

for we are bone of bone and flesh of flesh. 

The story of God calls us to remember— 

that reconciliation between siblings is holy, 

and slavery of any kind is evil. 

The story of God calls us to remember— 

that the wilderness is real, 

and that God will be with us— 

raining down manna and speaking in a still, small voice. 

The story of God calls us to remember— 

that love looks like healing the sick, 

eating with the outcast, 

making room for the children, 

and seeing the unseen. 

The story of God calls us to remember— 

because if we forget, we risk making God, love, and reconciliation small. 

So as we remember, may we declare— 

we believe in a God who made all things good, 

who stands with the suffering, 

walks with us in the wilderness, 

sees the overlooked, 

loves with an untamed heart, 

and makes room for all at God’s table. 

Amen. 

*Hymn #65 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  CWM RHONDDA  
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*Charge and Benediction 

 
Postlude 

 [*All stand as they are able.] 

 

 

 

 

Our sanctuary flowers today are offered by Kathy Gillespie in honor of  

Arthur Gillespie on the occasion of his birthday. 

 

Liturgy for Our Money Story Series is 

 written by Sarah Are.  Artwork by Hannah Garrity and Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

 | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
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Serving Today at Westminster 

Organist: Claire Kuhl 

Liturgist: Gloria Christie 

Host: Marvin and Ginny Cartee  

Sunday Study: Claire Kuhl 

Children’s Sunday School Kathy Gillespie 

Today at Westminster 

Sunday Study    9:00 am  Joe Gettys Room (Adults)     

Sunday School    9:00 am  Children’s Wing (Children and Youth) 

 Worship     10:00 am Sanctuary 

 Children’s Nursery  10:00 am Sanctuary and Children’s Wing 

This Week at Westminster 
 

Office Hours:   9:00 am– Noon  M-Th    
Zoom Prayer Time  Noon   Monday  Zoom 
BEMA Discussion Group 6:00 pm   Monday   Joe Gettys Classroom 
Books and Brown Bags 6:00 pm   Wednesday Joe Gettys Classroom 
Parent’s Night Out  5:30-8:30  Friday  Fellowship Hall 
Trunk or Treat  3:00    Saturday  Thornwell 

Next Sunday, November 1:  All Saints Day 

Sunday Study    9:00 am  Joe Gettys Classroom (Adults)    

 Sunday School    9:00 am  Children’s Wing (Children and Youth) 

 Worship and Communion 10:00 am Sanctuary 

Children’s Nursery  10:00 am Sanctuary and Children’s Wing   

    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Study Opportunities at Westminster 

Sunday Adult Study:  Join us for Adult Study this Sunday at 9:00 am in the Joe Gettys 

Room as we discuss chapters 3 and 4 of Christian Prayer for Today by Martha Moore-

Keish.  Books are available in the Joe Gettys Classroom. 
 
Books and Brown Bags:  Join the group for wonderful followship and a facilitated 

discussion of the Enneagram.  Please find details in your October edition of the 

Westminster Times. 

Next Sunday, November 1 is All Saint’s Day.  We will be remembering those from our 

congregation who have entered into the church triumphant next week.  It is also a 

Communion Sunday, so we ask that you pick up a purple shopping bag today and return it 

full with offerings for our local food pantry.  The list of high need items is right on the front. 
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Our Money Story: Remember 
Stewardship 2027 – October 25, 2026 

 
We begin our series by looking back at what our spoken and unspoken money stories have 

been and how those stories have affected our practices of stewardship.  
Use these prompts to help you discern your personal money story by remembering. 

Setting: Growing up, what was your economic environment like in the neighborhood, 

your school, your community, and your own family? How did this economic setting 
influence your perceptions and beliefs about money? 
 
 

Characters: Who taught you—directly or indirectly—about finances and about giving? 

Who gave you positive and healthy perceptions about money, and who negatively 
affected your money narrative? 
 
 

Plot: What are the key events or major turning points in your money story? How has 

your relationship with money changed over time? 
 
 

Conflict: What financial challenges or limitations have you faced? How did you deal 

with those issues, or with people with whom you had conflicts about money? 
 
 

Tone: In the past, describe the emotional tone of your perceptions about money. How 

has your attitude toward money changed over time? 

 

Consider your responses, looking for patterns and themes, fill in these blanks: 

• I believe money ____________________________________________________________________ 

• I use money _________________________________________________________________________ 

• I give money  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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