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Greenwood, South Carolina Volume 8, Number 7
Are We There Yet2?

In the April edition of the Presbyterian Outlook magazine, editor Teri McDowell Ott writes
about the worlds we imagine and the worlds we make. She taps into a cultural image for
those of us of “a certain age”: The Jetsons—an animated sitcom that was first produced in
primetime in the early 1960s, but has enjoyed a long run on the

rerun circuit. McDowell Ott notes that this futuristic counterpart to
\%ffﬂ/]f “The Flintstones” successfully imagined much of our current
technology, including video calls, Al assistants, and robotic vacuums.
But, she writes, “it failed spectacularly in imagining people.”

The future imagined in The Jetsons was bright, but also “quite
homogeneous.” The animated cast of The Jetsons was completely
white. Ott posits, the omission of persons of color in this animated
sitcom matters.

This summer at Westminster, we are “On the Road Again.” As we travel with our biblical
ancestors, we hope, as they hoped, in the promises of God. We hope, as they hoped, that we
are on our way to a brighter future, a promised land, or as Jesus re-orients us in the Gospels,
to the kingdom of God here on earth as it is in heaven.

As we head into mid-summer and mid-journey, we find ourselves asking the question the
children usually ask, “Are we there yet?” Have we made any progress toward the land God
has promised us? A land with a great rainbow of people united by God’s love, caring for the
least of these, stewarding the garden God put in our care?

As we head into Independence Day weekend celebrations
enlarged to celebrate 250 years of this Great American Experiment,
our civil minds also ask, “Are we there yet?” Have we come into
the world our founders imagined? A place where all people are
created equal. Where everyone (with all the updated Crayola skin
tones) has a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?

Our faith minds and our civic minds respond to our impatient inner child, “No, we are not
there yet.” And then we do something helpful for our inner-child selves and our weary
grown-up selves. We remember the hope of our destination and take out the map.

“Look how far we’ve come! Remember when someone (Martin Luther King) only imagined
that the children of former slaves and the children of former slave owners would sit down at
a table of siblinghood? We're still growing into it, but you can see tables of diversity in many
schools, businesses, governments, and churches. Remember when men really meant only

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

white men? And now we understand it to mean all people? You can
Are we find people of all genders and colors who are really participating
in every part of our life together!”

there vet?!

And then we look at the map and show our inner child the next

milestone. What can we look forward to seeing along the way? What's
next as we move together towards the land God has imagined for us? Is it a land flowing with
milk and honey, for all the children in Greenwood? Is it two very different groups working
together towards a common goal, perhaps building a house together, or getting a more
equitable law passed? Is it taking less so that others might have enough?

Mid-summer is a good time to see how far we have come. It is a good time to be reminded of
the destination. It is a good time to set our sights on the next milestone along the way... so
that the next time our inner child asks, “Are we there yet?” we can answer, “No, not yet, but
with God’s help, we're getting closer.”

Your pastor, friend, and fellow traveler,

W Caroline

Summer Sermon Series: On the Road in July
} “No, we're not there yet!” But by God’s grace and with God’s help we are
headed in the right direction! Our summer sermon series continues as
we take some traveling-with-God lessons from our biblical ancestors.

£ROAD

July 5: Home Coming July 19: A Rest Stop and a Detour
t Psalm 133 T Numbers 20:1-20
T Genesis 32 - 33

July 26: Traffic Jam .
July 12: Bridges: The Women Makea Way + Numbers 22:21-38
Communion/Food Bank Collection

Congregational Meeting
T Exodus 1:8 - 2:10

Adult Sunday Study: Seeking God in the News

During the Summer, adult Sunday study discussions center around materials provided by
The Wired Word (https://www.thewiredword.com/). The Wired Word provides news-
o related topics with context, Biblical links, and thought-provokin

—— questions to stimulate group discussion.

Discussions are facilitated by a variety of volunteers, and the interactions are always lively.
Recent hot topics from the headlines include: “Pope Leo Issues Encyclical in Favor of
Humanity,” “Stephen Colbert Heads Out the Door,” and “Soccer [World Cup] Compared to
Religion.” Curious? Come join us at 9:00 A.M. any Sunday!
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WOW: On the Road to Camp Fellowship
Submitted by Beth Hammond

Worship on the Water is a summer worship experience for the Lake Greenwood community.
The Sunday morning services begin at 10:00 A.M. at the Camp Fellowship pavilion and are
held every week from Memorial weekend until Labor
Day. You can come by boat or by car. Come as you are!
The remaining summer schedule includes:

July 5: Rev. Darrell Fetzer
July 12: Elise Collins

July 19: Rev. Brian Purcell
July 26: Dr. Buz Wilcoxon
August 2: Dr. Bob Todd
August 9: Rev. Pressley Cox and youth from the Foothills Presbytery
August 16: Rev. Andy Chambers and Clinton First Presbyterian Church
August 23: Erin Farry

August 30: Main Street Methodist Church, Greenwood

September 6: Rev. Phillip Dennis and Ware Shoals Presbyterian

+ =+ =+ =+ =+ =+ + + =+ +

Children/Youth Sunday School: Books of the Bible

Submitted by Kathy Gillespie

During July and August, the children will learn about the Books of the Bible.
God says the Bible is like a sword. Just like a sword takes practice to use, we
need to practice using God’s Word. One of the ways we can do that is by
knowing what is included in the Bible, and how to find it.

As they learn about each section of the Bible, students will be reminded of the characters and
stories they already know. They will read and discuss scripture from each section. Learning
will be reinforced with hands-on activities such as games, puzzles and crafts.

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart. Hebrews 4:12

Take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. Ephesians 6:17

Our June Vacation Bible Camp was
a huge success! Adult and youth
volunteers took the kids “On the
Road with God,” where they
encountered challenging situations
and met several facinating Bible
characters. Check out page 17 for
more photographs of our
adventurous young travelers and
their guides.
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Westminster Happenings

Wednesday
July 1 Note: Books & Brown Bags will not meet
Saturday )
Independence Day U.S.A. Holiday (see page 6)
July 4
Sunday School
Adults: Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the Joe Gettys Classroom.
Sunday Children and Youth: Meet at 9:00 A.M. in lower-level education wing.
July 5 | Home Coming
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Celebrate the God who always welcomes you when you come home.
Church Office Closed for Independence Day holiday
Monday Note: The Upper Zoom will not meet
July 6 | BEMA Bible Discussion Group
Meet in the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.M.
Church Family Movie Night (see page 7)
Wednesda y g
| ; Come to the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.M.
July Get comfy and grab some popcorn—it’s time to go to the movies!
Saturday Note: Mindful Meditati il in Jul
July 11 ote: Mindful Meditation will not meet in July
Sunday School
Adults: Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the Joe Gettys Classroom.
Children and Youth: Meet at 9:00 A.M. in lower-level education wing.
Sunday | Bridges: the Women Make a Way
July 12 | Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Observe how God uses strong women to make important things happen.
Congregational Meeting
Remain in the Sanctury to vote on two Session positions (see page 7).
Prayer Time in the Upper Zoom
Monday Look for the Monday prayer list email and join via Zoom at noon.
July 13 | BEMA Bible Discussion Group
Meet in the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.M.
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Westminster Happenings, continued

Wednesday
July 15

Thursday
July 16

Sunday
July 19

Monday
July 20

Wednesday
July 22

Thursday
July 23

Sunday
July 26

Books & Brown Bags Study Group Movie Night (see page 8)
Come to the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.M.
Experience The Shack in movie form—everyone is welcome to come.

Emerald High School Band Dinner
Provide a tasty meal for our young musical friends.
Contact Karl Schwartmann for information about volunteering.

Sunday School
Adults: Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the Joe Gettys Classroom.
Children and Youth: Meet at 9:00 A.M. in lower-level education wing.

A Rest Stop and a Detour
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Know that every road trip has some bumps along the way.

Dinner Church: Follow the Light
Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.M. (see page 8).
Participate in a different worship experience—and bring your neighbors!

Prayer Time in the Upper Zoom
Look for the Monday prayer list email and join via Zoom at noon.

BEMA Bible Discussion Group
Meet in the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.M.

Books & Brown Bags Study Group
Come to the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 p.M.
Discuss “Beyond Inclusion” item from Presbyterian Outlook.

PFLAG Meeting
Connect in the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.M.
Find support with fellow members of the LGBTQ+ community and allies.

Sunday School
Adults: Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the Joe Gettys Classroom.
Children and Youth: Meet at 9:00 A.M. in lower-level education wing.

Traffic Jam
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Hear for yourself proof that nothing is impossible with God.

Called Session Meeting
Convene in the Joe Gettys Classroom at 11:15 A.M.
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Westminster Happenings, continued

Prayer Time in the Upper Zoom
Monday Look for the Monday prayer list email and join via Zoom at noon.

July 27 | BEMA Bible Discussion Group
Meet in the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.M.

Books & Brown Bags Study Group
Wednesday | come to the Joe Gettys Room at 6:00 P.m.
July 29 | Share some favorite poetry and pictures while listening for God’s voice.

. Parent’s Night Out
Friday Drop off your young ones at the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.M.
July 31 | Savor an evening’s respite knowing that your children are in good hands.

N Independence Day
7?|\.\\ _;\‘-"/, e — N

e 2715 From pcusa.org
N AT A

7R HAPPY 7% Independence Day can be tricky to navigate since, as Christians,
ax 4™ OF JULY *+.  oyr primary allegiance is to our Sovereign God first and foremost.

INDEPENDENCE  aginstructed by scripture (I Timothy 2:1-3), we pray for our
leaders and are good citizens of our country insofar as its
policies and practices cohere with the Reign of Christ.

When nations abuse their God-given power, however, we are to call them to accountability to
the Reign of God as preached by Christ. Many people died to ensure that we have the freedom
to do this in our sanctuaries, too, and we do not want to minimize the sacrifices that have
enabled our freedom, but the primary sacrifice we honor is that of Jesus Christ.

Prayer for Responsible Citizenship & Social Justice
from the Book of Common Worship (WJKP, 2018), p. 629

Lord, keep this nation under Your care.

Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace
among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth.

Help us elect trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for
the general welfare, and thus serve You faithfully in our generation.

Grant, O God, that Your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move

every human heart, that the barriers that divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease, and that, with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen!
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CC&F Hosts Family Movie Night—Party Like It’s 1969!

Wednesday, July 8, at 5:30 p.m.

Fellowship Hall : j |
RSVP to the Church Office by Tuesday, July 7 \\“ ’ [ //
W

If you've ever wondered what your parents or

grandparents thought the future would look like back when

they were kids, then our Congregational Care & Fellowship Ministry Team has the perfect
answer for you. Bring the whole family to our first-ever Westminster family movie night!

We start the evening by jumping into a flying car with George Jetson “... his boy, Elroy;
daughter, Judy; [and] Jane, his wife.” (I hear some of you singing the theme song already!)

After the cartoon, the feature presentation continues the theme by
taking us back to 1969, when Disney Studios produced The Computer
Wore Tennis Shoes. Teen heart-throb of the day, Kurt Russell, plays
Dexter, a once lazy and underachieving student at Medfield College, who
becomes an instant genius when a freak computer lab accident transfers
an entire online encyclopedia to his brain. As they say, hilarity ensues.

No movie night would be complete without snacks, so the CC&F folks
are providing popcorn, pizza, and beverages. Please chip in $5.00 per
person to help defray expenses.

Bring your whole family, and invite your neighbors, as well. It’s time to party like it's 1969!

Let Your Voice Be Heard: Elder Special Election

CONGREGATIONAL |  gynday, July 12, at 11:00 A.M.

MEETING Sanctuary

While we celebrate Richard & Mary Anne Wilson’s upcoming relocation
to North Caroline to be near family, we must also address the practical concerns of losing
Richard as a Ruling Elder. Therefore, a congregational meeting has been set for July 12 at
the end of worship to elect individuals to complete his remaining six-month term.

We are blessed that the following individuals have agreed to serve if elected:
e Elder Class of 2026: David Grier
¢ Nominating Committee Class of 2026: Luke Christie, Chairperson

Nominations will be accepted from the floor; however, nominees must have already agree to
serve if elected and, ideally, already be ordained Elders.

Class of
Looking ahead, the Nominating Committee is seeking candidates to 2029
serve as Ruling Elders in the class of 2029, and Nominating Committee -
members to serve in 2027. If you would like to volunteer yourself, or recommend someone

else, please contact the Pastor or any member of the Session no later than July 7.

The Book of Titus (1:8-9) reminds us that an elder “...must be hospitable, a lover of goodness,
self-controlled, upright, devout, and restrained, holding tightly to the trustworthy word of
the teaching, so that he may be able both to exhort with sound instruction and to refute those
who contradict it.” Take heart—"“God doesn’t call the equipped; God equips the called.”
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Summer Fun with Books & Brown Bags Discussion Group

Wednesdays, July 15, 22, and 29, at 6:00 p.M.
Joe Gettys Classroom

L)

Nt

( After taking a couple of weeks off (for 4th of July and CC&F Family Movie Night),
Books & Brown Bags leaps into the summer with three unique and engaging programs. Even
if you aren’t already a B&BB regular, you are absolutely welcome to participate in these
stimulating evening discussions:

e July 15— B&BB Movie Night: View and discuss the 2017 movie version of The Shack.

e July 22 — Discussion: Examine articles about inclusion from the April edition of Presbyterian
Outlook, available for download from the Westminster website resource page.

e July 29 — Poetry and Picture Book Night: Bring copies of a favorite poem to share and discuss
or bring a favorite picture book to present and discuss.

Books & Brown Bags is a fellowship of folks, young and old, who want to talk about big and
sometimes challenging topics. The group chooses books that entertain, inform, and enlarge
us. It is a safe place to speak your mind and heart, to agree and disagree, to admit you don't

know... yet. Bring your own sack supper or snack to enjoy.

It’s Time for Dinner Church!

Sunday, July 19 at 5:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Make a Meal
The 2026 Dinner Season M:,'(:k: ;i';fr:::ce
is off and running! The
June service brought ﬁ? ﬂi?
together more than 30 J
people, both old friends s Ll T T
and new faces (pictures
on page 18). The evening began with
options to make sandwiches to donate to
the Greenwood Soup Kitchen, or to decorate
notes of encouragement to be included with
those sandwiches. The goal was to feed both
bodies and souls!

The worship experience explored this
year’s theme, light, with a challenge to
consider what it means to “Live in the
Light.” During worship, participants heard
the Word of God read aloud, reflected on
and responded to the scripture message,
and joined together in prayer.

Come to Dinner Church on July 19 to ponder
what it means to “Follow the Light.”

Respite for Weary Parents

Friday, July 31, at 5:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

The Nurture & Christian
Education Ministry Team
is organizing a new

special event that brings
together our kids and youth while giving
their parents some much-needed time to
themselves. Friday, July 31, is Westminster’s
inaugural Parents Night Out.

During the week of July 27, parents must
register with the Church Office
(864.229.3595), so we’ll know how many to
expect. Then on Friday, parents can sign in
and drop off their children beginning at
5:00 p.M. Evening activities include a snack
supper, plus plenty of games, music,
conversation, and time to simply relax.
Everyone must be picked up by 8:30 p.m.

Adult and youth volunteers are needed for
this event! Contact the Church Office if you
are interested in helping (864.229.3595).
Thanks!
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On the Road Again?

Bills arrive relentlessly every month, so
even when you are on the road enjoying
summer travels, please remember to fulfill
your church pledge and make other
offerings as you are able to do so.

You can send your
tithes and offerings
anytime from
anywhere using
the Tithely app on
our website
(wpcgnwd.org). Go
to the Giving page
and click the Give
Now button. Or mail your check to:

Westminster Presbyterian Church
2330 Cokesbury Road
Greenwood, SC 29649

Church Family Celebrations

Best wishes and sincere
prayers for these members
and friends with birthdays
in July:

¢ 1st- Dashe Case

¢ 3rd - Beth Hammond

+ 12th - Deb Jones

#+ 16th— Gloria Christie

X/

#+ 19th — Caroline Dennis

X/

« 23rd - Christine Danner

K/

s 29th — David Bornemann

Congratulations are also in order for these
folks celebrating a wedding anniversary:
% 11th- Paul & Robyn Agnew

% 12th - Holly & Mac Hubbard

You can update your special dates by
logging on to InstantChurchDirectory.com.

[~

@) yvell]

's Families Today

Summer Mission Opportunities at Thornwell
Submitted by Kim Purcell

Westminster takes great pride in our long-standing relationship with Thornwell Home for
Children in Clinton. Here are highlights of opportunities for us to support the good work of

this amazing organization.

Summer Meals to Go

e Tuesdays and Thursdays—Meet at the Thornwell Dining Hall at 8:15 A.M. to pack
lunches; from 2:00 to 5:00 p.M., help hand out lunches at mobile sites. You may help at
either or both times, as your schedule permits.

e Lunches are handed out Monday through Friday, so if you want to volunteer any other

day they will be glad to have you!

e Call Becca Dobbins for details at 864-923-5127.

Connections Camp for Residents

e Buddies are needed for July 20-24 to accompany Thornwell students in a week of
Connections Camp (see flyer on page 19). Camp is 12:00 NooN - 3:30 p.M. each
day. Come for two days or for the whole week!

e No planning or preparation required—just show up and assist teen residents as they
participate in team building, art therapy, etc.

Fall Opportunities

o Fall Festival at the Lush Acres Farm (at Thornwell) every Saturday in October.
o Shiftsare 9:00 AM. - 1:00 p.M. or 12:00 NOON - 5:00 p.M.

e Volunteer T-shirt and lunch provided.
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Presbyterian Women FElect
New Officers for 2026-2027

Westminster’s Presbyterian
Women are delighted to
announce that they have elected
new officers to lead them in the
2026-2027 season. Those officers are:

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

e Moderator: Mary Frances Thompson
e Vice Moderator: Gloria Christie

e Treasurer: Kathleen Watkins

e Assistant Treasurer: Wendy Whiting

e Secretary: Mary Rogers

To ensure continuity year-to-year, the Vice
Moderator will serve as Moderator the
following year. Similarly, the Assistant
Treasurer becomes Treasurer.

The Horizons Bible study for 2026-2027 is
United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other:
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.
According to the PW website:

“Paul wrote at a time when Christians
expected Jesus’ imminent return; he
challenged his friends to be ready when
that day came. Two thousand years later,
the church is still waiting, still affirming
that Jesus will return, and still proclaiming
that this world has already been
transformed by God’s life-giving love. Our
challenge remains to live in ways that
demonstrate our trust in the resurrection.

“Many of the questions asked by our
earliest siblings in faith remain ours, too.
How can our lives demonstrate our trust
in Jesus Christ’s victory over death? What
do we do when different understandings
of the gospel undermine church unity?
How can Christians understand gender
and sexuality? When conflict arises, how
do we deal with it?”

All Westminster women are cordially
invited to join us in September!

Coming in August—Bible 101
Submitted by Gloria Christie

Coming in August! The Nurture & Christian
Education Ministry Team is sponsoring a
four-part lecture series entitled Bible 101,
and you're invited!

This is not a typical Bible study, but rather
an opportunity to learn about the Bible and
get answers to your
questions regarding
ic knowledge about the most authorsl structure,
impactful book of all time i

= - order, translations,

and much more.

Bible 101

Whether you are a seasoned Bible reader or
brand new to the Bible, there will be things
to learn.

The series begins August 23. Sessions

start at 4:00 p. M. General topics and

instructors are:

e Aug 23rd: Introduction to the Bible -
Brian Purcell, MPM

e Aug 30t: Literary Genres and Devices -
Rev. Dr. Brad Christie

e Sept 13t Translations and the Canon -
Rev. Phillip Dennis

e Sept 20th: What Presbyterians (USA)
Believe and Tools for Study -
Rev. Caroline Dennis

The other PC(USA) churches in our
presbytery cluster are invited to this
learning opportunity, so please spread the
word and plan to bring a friend!

Al scr‘iPture is insPired bg (God and
is useful for tcaching, for rcProo{:,
for correction, and for training in
righteousness, so that the person of
(God may be Pro{:icient, cquiPPed for
every good work.

2 Timothg 5:15-17
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Greenwood Greater United Ministries: Making a Difference
Excerpts from GGUM Executive Director’s report to their church ministry partners

Gr::terﬁreenwnud The Greater Greenwood United Ministry (GGUM) has been very busy.
United Ministry From January through May, $62,596 has been paid to assist those facing
Offering « #erd . TENL Victions and utility disconnections. Individuals are experiencing

major increases in rent and utilities. Monthly rent has surged from
$600-$800 per month to $1,200-$1,500 per month. Your financial support continued to be
critical to provide this assistance.

The GGUM Free Medical Clinic serves as a medical home for more than 600 individuals in our
community who cannot afford health insurance and do not qualify for Medicaid or Medicare.
We provide primary medical, internal medicine, and gynecology, pharmacy, lab/x-ray
services, vision services, diabetic education, and disease prevention programs.

As an example of our disease prevention programs, we received a grant for 50 new Shield
blood tests to detect colon cancer. Out of 50 tests, 7 came back positive. Through community
partnerships, we are blessed to be able to provide colonoscopies to find colon cancer in the
early stages.

Thank you for your continued support. Our 12t annual Music for Ministry fundraiser is
scheduled for Saturday, August 22 at New Covenant Church. See page 20 for information
about sponsorship opportunities.

Stewardship Snapshot =T

-

Please note that because of newsletter publication vs. month-end 3 ” 3
close schedules, these reports are typically about six weeks behind. Stewardshi p

May 2026 '

May Monthly Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
Actual Budget Actual Budget
Total Income $18,083 $18,507 $1160,600 $147,331
Total Expenses $23,144 $24,283 $108,653 $122,517
Net Gain/Loss $5,061 $51,947

Regular contributions were slightly below budget resulting in a deficit of expenses in excess
of contributions of $5,061. A deficit of $5,776 was budgeted for the month. Ministry team
expenses were typically within or below budget, with the exception of Worship & Music. That
variance was due to a time difference between when the invoice for palm branches and
Easter lilies was received and paid, versus the time contributions for same were received.

Our cash-on-hand position is good and will remain adequate after the Sanctuary roof is
replaced (see page 12). Contributions of $5,228 were made towards Kitchen repairs and
upgrades. Thus far $3,937 has been expensed, leaving $1,291 available for further repairs
or upgrades.

Please direct any questions about church financial matters to Treasurer David Hammond or to
the Business Affairs Ministry Team.
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“5 AUp on the Roof 2 2~ BT

Submitted by Bill Kimler and Richard Whiting Affairs

The rhythmic pounding “up on the roof” in June wasn’t an oldies band,
but rather the sound of our Sanctuary roof being replaced. The Sanctuary roof was past its
lifespan by at least ten years. This is an investment for several decades to come!

Galaxv S25 itrar !
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Including, Abiding, Enjoying, Following, and Growing

A series exploring Westminster’s foundational statements and strategic intention
As you undoubtedly know by now, Westminster’s mission statement asserts that we are “called
by God to be an inclusive community of faith, committed to enjoying God, following Jesus, and
growing disciples.” What does it mean to follow Jesus? In this post from The Gospel Coalition

blog, author Kevin DeYoung challenges us to first clarify in our hearts and minds exactly who
we say Jesus is (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/who-do-you-say-i-am/).

LA A A A S A ¢

The greatness of God is most clearly displayed in his Son.
B And the glory of the gospel is only made evident in his Son.

Yo U AM, That’s why Jesus’ question to his disciples is so important:
# alwloe

“Who do you say that [ am?”
SAY THAT

The question is doubly crucial in our day because not every

“Jesus” is the real Jesus. Almost no one is as popular in this
country as Jesus. Hardly anyone would dare to say a bad
word about him. Just look at what a super-fly friendly dude he is! But how many people know
the real Jesus?

There’s Republican Jesus who is against tax increases and activist judges, and for family
values and owning firearms.

There’s Democrat Jesus who is against Wall Street and Walmart, and for reducing our carbon
footprint and spending other people’s money.

There’s Therapist Jesus who helps us cope with life’s problems, heals our past, tells us how
valuable we are, and not to be so hard on ourselves.

There’s Starbucks Jesus who drinks fair trade coffee, loves spiritual
conversations, drives a hybrid, and goes to film festivals.

There’s Open-minded Jesus who loves everyone all the time no matter
what, except for people who are not as open-minded as you.

There’s Touchdown Jesus who helps athletes run faster and jump higher
than non-Christians and determines the outcomes of Super Bowls.

There’s Martyr Jesus, a good man who died a cruel death so we can feel
sorry for him.

There’s Gentle Jesus who was meek and mild, with high cheek bones, flowing hair, and walks
around barefoot, wearing a sash and looks German.

There’s Hippie Jesus who teaches everyone to give peace a chance, imagine a world without
religion, and helps us remember all you need is love.

There’s Yuppie Jesus who encourages us to reach our full potential, reach for the stars, and
buy a boat.
Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

There’s Spirituality Jesus who hates religion, churches, pastors, priests,
and doctrine; he wants us to find the god within and listen to
ambiguously spiritual musical.

There’s Platitude Jesus, good for Christmas specials, greeting cards,
and bad sermons; he inspires people to believe in themselves, and lifts
us up so we can walk on mountains.

There’s Revolutionary Jesus who teaches us to rebel against the status
quo, stick it to the man, and dream up impossible utopian schemes.

There’s Guru Jesus, a wise, inspirational teacher who believes in you
and helps you find your center.

There’s Boyfriend Jesus who wraps his arms around us as we sing about his intoxicating love
in our secret place.

There’s Good Example Jesus who shows you how to help people, change the planet, and
become a better you.

And then there’s Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. Not just another prophet. Not just
another Rabbi. Not just another wonder-worker. He was the one they had been waiting for:
the Son of David and Abraham’s chosen seed, the one to deliver us from captivity, the goal of
the Mosaic law, YAHWEH in the flesh, the one to establish God’s reign and rule, the one to heal
the sick, give sight to the blind, freedom to the prisoners and proclaim good news to the poor,
the lamb of God come to take away the sins of the world.

This Jesus was the Creator come to earth and the beginning of a new creation. He embodied
the covenant, fulfilled the commandments, and reversed the curse. This Jesus is the Christ
that God spoke of to the serpent, the Christ prefigured to Noah in the flood, the Christ
promised to Abraham, the Christ prophesied through Balaam before the Moabites, the Christ
guaranteed to Moses before he died, the Christ promised to David when he was king, the
Christ revealed to Isaiah as a suffering servant, the Christ predicted through the prophets
and prepared for through John the Baptist.

This Christ is not a reflection of the current mood or the projection of our own desires. He is
our LoRD and God. He is the Father’s Son, Savior of the world, and substitute for our sins—
more loving, more holy, and more wonderfully terrifying than we ever thought possible.

Kevin DeYoung (PhD, University of Leicester) is senior pastor of Christ Covenant Church (PCA)
in Matthews, North Carolina, and associate professor of Systematic Theology at Reformed
Theological Seminary (Charlotte).
“but what about 5ou?” he asked. “Who do you say ] am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,

the Son of the living (30d.”

Matthew 16:16-15
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Let Us Pray... “... if we ask anything according to His will,

He hears us.”

For Those in Our Church 1John 5:15b
We share one another’s joys and concerns:

e David Alexander e Theresa Jacobs e Kathleen Watkins

e Kaitlin Burton e DebJones e Joan Wilkins

e Mary Corley e Kelli Lott & Gabby e Kathy West

e Nancy Dozier e The Blanchett Family e (ail & Glenn Yonce,

e Kathy Felder e Luan Vinson & Georgiana

e Holly Hubbard e Ed Watkins e The Dennis family

We pray daily for our prayer partners and their special concerns. We pray for our sister
churches: New Faith, Ware Shoals, First Presbyterian, Abbeville Presbyterian, and others.

We pray for the ministries in our community, especially:

e Presbyterian e Food Bank & e Camp Fellowship
Communities of SC Soup Kitchen e Montreat Center
e Thornwell Home e Meg's House e Community Initiatives
e Presbyterian College e Beyond Abuse e Toddler Learning
e NAMI e GG United Ministries Center
e Pathway House e Healthy Learners e Trinity Presbytery
For Those in Our Hearts
o We pray for members of our wider community (and our connection to them):
e Elaine Alderman (Kaitlin) e Lib Grier (many) e Lillian Moneyhun
e Rhea Bollinger (Tracey) e Family of Sam Griffin o Elle Willis (Rogers)
e The Boltons (Mary Anne) (Nancy) ¢ Bill Stonesifer
o Jeff Brown (Kuhls) e Tom & Laura Dozier, and (Tracey)
e Judy Buck (Lucia) Laura'’s father e Nancy, Jean, &
e Iris Bullard (Mary Anne) e Randy Kuhl (Kuhls) Barbara (Purcells)
e Jack Cauley (Mary Anne) e Susy Mitchell (many) e Jodi (Lucia, Laine)

Rick McGee (Kuhls) Morgan (Laine, Doris)

e Wendell (McInneses)

Frances Garren (Wilsons)

For the World
We pray for our neighbors everywhere who we are called to love:

e For justice and mercy to prevail throughout the world—thy will be done

e For an end to violence, especially politically motivated attacks of all types

e For the safely of Christians in Nigeria, Pakistan, China, and other oppressive areas

e Forreal peace in Ukraine and Russia, in Israel and Palestine, Iran, Syria, and Lebanon

e For all decisions of those in positions of power to be informed by your grace and mercy
e For those affected by natural disasters, including floods, fire, and weather dangers

e For all children, especially those who lack loving, stable homes

e For persons affected by domestic violence

e For all those oppressed by systemic poverty and structural racism
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And God Saw That It Was Good

Trinity Presbytery’s Western Cluster churches pack flood emergency buckets for
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to distribute.

While Pastor Dennis offers a farewell blessing, Westminster celebrates the many years of joyful

service that Richard and Mary Anne Wilson (center) have generously given to our congregation.

Bill and Theresa Jacobs (to the left and right of the Wilsons) stand in for the full congregation in
the laying on of hands for the blessing. Richard and Mary Anne are moving to Wilmington,

North Carolina to be closer to family. Among their many, many contributions: Richard has been

our treasurer and served multiple terms as a Ruling Elder; Mary Anne has been a leader within
our Presbyterian Women’s Circle and a vital participant in hospitality and other ministries.

Thank you, Mary Anne and Richard, and Godspeed!

Westminster Times Newsletter 16 July 1, 2026



Vacation Bible Camp 2026: On the Road with God

> /17 (7 AR
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June Dinner Church: Live in the Light

p )
".J“?.- _
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By popular demand, Chef Rob has made his Mexican-Style Corn Salad recipe
available on the Resouces page of the Westminster website (wpcgwd.org).
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Help our kids have a fun & safe summer by volunteering at
Thornwell Connections Camp!

Thornwell Connections Camp is a therapeutic camp for our
students held on the Thornwell campus and is an intentional place
for youth to learn and grow in their relationship skills.

g@ Thornwell

BUILDING TOMORROW'S FAMILIES
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“12 Annual Music for Ministry”
Mu@' Saturday, August 22, 2026
Minis FY  NewCovenant Church
FMW 1509 Woodlawn Road
Greater Greenwood United Ministry 5 _7:30 p.m.

Music for Ministry Sponsorsh|p Levels of Giving

ORCHESTRA Over $2500.00
« Al benefits listed PLUS customized benefits

es: $2500.00
- Business logo on website (GGUM and event pages) = Business logo running on screen during event
- Business recognized throughout event by MC - Business logo included in “Recognizing Our Sponsors”
« Business logo on all social media marketing ads post event
« Business name induded in all PSAs

SOPRANO sponsorship includes: _ $1000.00
- Business logo on all social media marketing

- Business name included in PSAs

» Business logo running on screen during event

- Business logo included in “Recognizing Our Sponsors” ads post event

ALTO sponsorship includes: $750.00
« Business name included in all PSAs

» Business logo running on screen during event
« Business logo included in “Recognizing Our Sponsors” ads post event

TENOR sponsorship includes: $550.00
« Business logo running on screen during event
+ Business logo included in “Recognizing Our Sponsors" ads post event

des: $350.00
« Business logo included in “Recognizing Our Sponsors” ads post event

All proceeds from the event will be used through the programs and services of Greater
Greenwood United Ministry to offer a hand up to those in life or medical crisis.

e For more information, contact
Rosemary Bell at (864) 980-8895

Grt_!ater ﬁ_re.enWOUd rbell@greenwoodum.com
United Ministry
I] ;;”c:l;;ok.

(9{ {WW{? & ;/M ll,b— 1404 Edgefield Street

Greenwood, S.C. 29646
www.greatergreenwoodunitedministry.org
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