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The Things We Do Together 

Dear Westminster Friends, 
Some of my favorite things are the things we get to do together. I love a good game of Scrabble, 
a good conversation, sharing a delicious meal. I love when we gather for worship and sing a 
hymn we all know. I love when we listen together to God’s word. And when we pray together. 

For the first time in my life, I am part of a book club. It is a local group of women who read 
the same book and then gather to discuss it. We are diverse, and yet we all agree to read this 

book and to hear one another’s thoughts. I love that! 

I have loved that here at Westminster, we have been 
reading Sailboat Church together and gathering to 
discuss it. It has helped me to have the accountability 
to read the chapters, highlight the good parts, and to 
reflect with you on the questions.  

On February 22, a Wednesday, we will come 
together for a pancake supper, followed by our Ash 
Wednesday worship service to mark the beginning 
of Lent, a season for Christians to fast and pray in 

preparation for Holy Week and Easter. For the forty days of Lent, we are covenanting as a 
church to pray together, using the prayer guide offered at the end of Sailboat Church.  

Forty days is a long time to do something together. And that’s the point. In Bible speak, forty 
is code for, “a long time.”  A time long enough for God to work on us. It is number of days that 
it rained while Noah and his family and two of every animal sheltered together on the ark. It 
is the number of years that the Israelites wandered together in the dessert learning to trust 
God and to live together as a people following God’s leading before they crossed over into the 
Promised Land.  

Joan Gray, the author of Sailboat Church writes that “prayer saturates the lives of leaders and 
members in a Sailboat church.”  Prayer, she asserts, is the mainsail of a sailboat church. “(It) 
is vital to Sailboat churches because they are not content with what they can do on their own 
resources, wisdom, and strength. Through prayer, they find that God supplies them with 
what they need and much more” (Sailboat Church, page 51). 

During the forty days of Lent, we will raise this mainsail together. I can 
hardly wait to see how this season of prayer will fill our sails! 

With joy in all we do together, I am your pastor and friend, 
 Caroline  
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Sermon Series for February 
We cruise into February continuing the journey on which we set sail in January. Then, on 
Sunday, February 19, we begin the forty-day season of Lent in preparation for Holy Week 
and Easter. On Transfiguration Sunday, we will hear the story of a mountain-top experience 
for Peter, James, and John. The instruction they receive there is the instruction we will 
carry through these forty days: “listen to Jesus,” as we enter this season of prayer, fasting, 
and acts of kindness (alms-giving). 

Setting Sail, continued 

February 5: Charting Our Course 
Communion 
 Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
 Matthew 5:13-20 

February 12: The Wind in Our Sails 
 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Lent: Listen to Him 

February 19: Forty Days with God 
Transfiguration Sunday 
 Exodus 24:12-18 
 Matthew 17:1-9 

Feb 22: Lent—Repent, Fast, Pray, Give 
Ash Wednesday  
 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 Psalm 51:1-17 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

February 26: The Nature and 
Remedy for Sin 
First Sunday in Lent 
 Genesis 2:15-17 
 Romans 5:12-19 

Faith Formation for All God’s Children 
For the very young: 
The children’s Sunday Class is walking through the Old Testament. They will spend some 
time outside with Rob Graves to measure just how big the Ark was. The next series of 
lessons introduces the children to Abram. See page 20 for family faith formation tips. 

For the young-at-heart: 
At the beginning of February, the adult Sunday School Class 
continues studying the classic The Mighty Acts of God under the 
leadership of a veteran group of teachers.  

Then, on Sunday, February 26, the focus shifts to Lent, studying 
Amy-Jill Levine’s book, Witness at the Cross: A Beginner’s Guide to 
Holy Friday. In this book, she shows how the people at the cross 
have distinct roles to play. She challenges participants to 
“experience Holy Friday from the perspective of those who 
watched Jesus die: Mary his mother; the Beloved Disciple from 
the Gospel of John; Mary Magdalene and the other women from 
Galilee; the two men, usually identified as thieves, crucified with 
Jesus; the centurion and the soldiers; Joseph of Arimathea and 

Nicodemus. Jews and Romans, friends and strangers, the powerful and the powerless, the 
hopeful and the despairing.” This promises to be a very powerful study. Order your copy of 
the study guide from Cokesbury, Amazon, or your favorite bookseller. 
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Westminster Happenings 

Thursday 
February 2 

LGBTQ+ Bible Study and Fellowship 
Meet new friends in the Youth Room upstairs at 6:00 P.M. 
Explore God’s love for all who are created in His image (see page 7). 
 
Crossover Contemplatives: Interfaith Discussion and Book Club 
Meet with other knowledge-seekers in the Youth Room at 6:30 P.M. 
Explore how Christianity and Buddhism intersect (see page 8). 

  

Sunday 
February 5 

Sunday School 
Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the Choir Room. 
Join Phillip Dennis in considering Elijah’s role in God’s mighty acts. 

Charting Our Course 
Communion 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.  
Ask where is God calling us to go, and how we know. 

Presbyterian 101: History and Theology 
Participate at 11:15 A.M. in the Youth Room upstairs. 
Learn about PC(USA)’s heritage and beliefs (see page 12).  
Child care provided. 

  

Tuesday 
February 7 

Mindful Greenwood 
Gather in the Branches Sunday School Room upstairs at 6:30 P.M. 
Experience the power of mindfulness meditation. 

  

Thursday 
February 9 

Crossover Contemplatives: Interfaith Discussion and Book Club 
Meet with other knowledge-seekers in the Youth Room at 6:30 P.M. 
Consider how Christian traditions do and don’t align with other faiths. 

  

Sunday 
February 12 

Sunday School 
Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the Choir Room. 
Explore more Mighty Acts of God with Claire Kuhl. 

The Wind in Our Sails 
Souper Bowl Special Offering 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.  
Open yourself to the power and the push of the Holy Spirit. 

Session Meeting 
Meet in the parlor at 11:15 A.M. 
Conduct the business of the church, as led by the Holy Spirit. 

  

Monday 
February 13 

Presbyterian Women 
Come together in the Choir Room at 10:00 A.M. 
“Celebrate Sabbath” by continuing chapter 5. 
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Tuesday 
February 21 

Mindful Greenwood 
Gather in the Branches Sunday School Room upstairs at 6:30 P.M. 
Learn about meditation and the benefits of mindfulness. 

  

Wednesday 
February 22 

Pancake Supper 
Splurge on fabulous flapjacks in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 P.M. 
Bring the whole family to eat, to learn, and to enjoy (see page 6). 
 
Lent: A Time of Repentance, Fasting, Prayer, and Kindness 
Ash Wednesday 
Worship at 7:00 P.M. in person or via live streaming. 
Prepare your heart and mind for embracing Lent and its disciplines. 

  

Thursday 
February 23 

Crossover Contemplatives: Interfaith Discussion and Book Club 
Gather in the Youth Room at 6:30 P.M. 
Consider how Christianity and Buddhism are related. 

  

Westminster Happenings, continued 

Tuesday 
February 14 

Mindful Greenwood 
Gather in the Branches Sunday school room upstairs at 6:30 P.M. 
Experience the power of mindfulness meditation. 

  

Wednesday 
February 15 

Wednesday Night Dinner: Food for Thought Part III 
Enjoy dinner in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 P.M. (see page 5). 
Share your ideas and concerns as we prepare for a season of prayer. 

  

Thursday 
February 16 

Crossover Contemplatives: Interfaith Discussion and Book Club 
Meet with other knowledge-seekers in the Youth Room at 6:30 P.M. 
Consider how Christians can effectively interact with other faiths.  

LGBTQ+ Bible Study and Fellowship 
Meet new friends in the Youth Room upstairs at 6:00 P.M. 
Enjoy gathering in a welcoming space to study the Word of God. 

  

Sunday 
February 19 

Sunday School 
Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the choir room. 
Hear more about the Mighty Acts of God and their meaning for us. 

Forty Days with God 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.  
Prepare for the Lenten journey God has planned for you. 

Sunday Sustenance with Chef Rob & Friends 
Feast in the Fellowship Hall immediately following worship. 
Bring little ones up for a Sunday sing-along, led by Denise Waldrep. 
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Westminster Happenings, continued 

Sunday 
February 26 

Sunday School 
Join the conversation at 9:00 A.M. in the choir room. 
Begin our Lenten study, Witness at the Cross, by AJ Levine (see page 2). 

The Nature and Remedy for Sin 
First Sunday in Lent 
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.  
Nourish your soul and strengthen your relationship with God. 

Ready to Launch a Season of Prayer 

Okay—you’ve prayed faithfully for the continued health and growth 
of our congregation. You’ve read Sailboat Church. Perhaps you’ve 
joined in the Wednesday night sailboat conversations on Zoom. At 
this stage in our visioning process, we are all listening for God to let 
us know, “What do You want us to be doing now?”  

So how do we find out His answer?!?  

The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2, offers guidance on how the early church prepared itself 
to receive God’s instructions, and it’s good advice for us, too. They “were all together in one 
place” (v. 1), they considered the ancient scriptures (vs. 16-21), listened to the story of 
Jesus (vs. 22-24), and “devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to fellowship, to 
breaking of the bread, and to prayer” (v. 42). 

Following their lead, then, it’s time to come together once more for 
food, fellowship, and prayer as we continue moving forward on our 
Reaching the Unchurched initiative. Circle February 15th on your 
calendar to reserve that date for our third “Food for Thought” 
event. Your voice is important—your participation is essential.  

We’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 P.M. to break bread (or 
possibly crunch tortillas!) as a church family. And we’ll be welcoming 

back our facilitator, Olanda Carr. He will lead us in an in-depth exploration of some 
challenging questions raised by the call to put down our oars and loft our sails.  

A big part of our process for discerning God’s will for Westminster, we will engage in a 
season of shared prayer as part of our Lenten discipline. Olanda will give us some guidance 
on using the “Guide to Forty Days of Prayer” at the back of the Sailboat Church book. As the 
author notes, “If a church is to sail, there must be a critical mass of people who are willing 
to become sailors. Only God can make the changes in our life that will turn those of us who 
are by nature rowers into sailors.” 

During his previous visit with us, Olanda invited us into a covenant relationship, with all of 
us agreeing how we will approach our work together. A copy of this covenant agreement is 
available on page 17. Please review it and come ready to work in love and hope on the 15th. 

Call or email the church office by Monday, February 13th so we’ll know how many folks to 
plan for. Child care will be provided. 
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An Evening of Pancakes and Ashes 

On Wednesday, February 22, we move into the blessed season of Lent first by feasting 
together, and then by worshipping together: 

Pancake Supper:  Everyone is welcome at this 
intergenerational feast of preparation and pancakes. You’ll 
have a chance to learn about Ash Wednesday and Lent, create 
a prayer chain for the forty days between Ash Wednesday 
and Easter, and enjoy a feast of flapjacks before your Lenten 
fasting begins.  

Ash Wednesday:  This worship service is the solemn beginning 
of the Lenten season, a season of repentance in preparation for 
Easter. We gather to hear God’s word, share Communion, and 
receive the sign of the cross on our foreheads, a reminder that 
while we have come from dust, and to dust we shall return, 
God’s steadfast love in Jesus Christ endures forever. 

 Forty Days and Forty Nights 
From PCUSA.org 

The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and self-examination in preparation for 
celebrating the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. It is a period of 40 days—like the flood of 
Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Mount Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s call to 
Nineveh to repent and Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness.  

At the beginning of Lent, we are reminded that our possessions, our rulers, our empires, 
our projects, our families and even our lives do not last forever. “You are dust, and to dust 
you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). It is the power of the resurrection on the horizon ahead 
that draws us into repentance toward the cross and tomb.  

Through the intervention of God’s gracious resurrection, lifelong changes in our values and 
behavior become possible. By turning from the end of the “old self” in us, Lenten 
repentance makes it possible for us to affirm joyfully, “Death is no more!” and to aim 
toward the landscape of the new age. Faithfully adhering to the Lenten journey of “prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving” leads to the destination of Easter. 

During the final week of Lent, Holy Week, we hear the fullness of 
Christ’s passion, his death, and resurrection. From Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem and on to the Triduum (Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday), all of Holy Week 
focuses on the passion.  

As his followers, we travel Christ’s path of servanthood 
through the Lord’s Supper and the suffering of the cross toward 

the glory of Easter, all of which underscores the inseparable link 
between the death and resurrection of Jesus. 



 

WPC Newsletter 7 February 1, 2023 

Presbyterian Women’s 
Sabbath Study Continues 

Women of Westminster, you are all 
encouraged to attend circle meeting and 
Bible study on Monday, February 13. The 
meeting convenes at 10:00 A.M. in the 
Sunday School Room.  

Kathy Felder is returning 
as facilitator to lead 
discussion of lesson 5, 
Sabbath and Servitude. In 
addition to the study, 
there’s always work to be done in planning 
for future mission projects and other 
women’s activities.  

By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.”      John 13:35 

Share the Love—Give 
Sanctuary Flowers 

The gift of flowers brightens the heart of 
any recipient. And when you sponsor 
sanctuary flowers, you give that gift to 
everyone who worships—in person or 
remotely—and to the lucky folks who get 
PopUp Posies from us on Monday. Your 
donation of $75 shares a lot of love. Contact 
the church office to specify a date and your 
dedication message.  

God is Doing Something 
New at WPC 

After our last “Food for 
Thought” gathering, several 
of our newest members put 
their heads together and wondered if 
Westminster might create an outwardly- 
focused Bible study and fellowship group 
addressing the special needs of the 
LGBTQ+ community in our area.  

So often, members of that community have 
had negative experiences with religion. In 
fact, studies show that they are “almost 
twice as likely to step away from religion as 
their CisHet peers.” (A CisHet person 
identifies with the gender they were 
assigned at birth, and they choose romantic 
partners of the opposite sex.) 

This ad hoc work group brought their idea 
to the Nurture & Education committee and 
the Mission & Outreach committee. Both 
teams considered the proposal and 
forwarded it to the Session with their 
positive recommendation. The Session 
unanimously approved!   

As stated in their proposal, the purpose of this 
initiative is to:  

 Provide a safe space for the LGBTQ+ 
community of Greenwood to heal from 
religious trauma 

 Prove to the local community that 
Westminster truly believes that God 
loves us all  

 Share the message of Christ with a new 
generation of LGBTQ+ folks (Gen Z) in 
an approachable fashion 

The first meeting of the LGBTQ+ Bible 
Study and Fellowship Group will be 
Thursday, February 2 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Branches Sunday school room. Plans are to 
meet every first and third Thursdays going 
forward. For more information, contact 
the church office or Oliver Gouldsmith. 
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Why Build Interfaith Relationships? 
Excerpted from https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/interfaith/  

Building strong interfaith relationships is a core commitment for Presbyterians. Jesus 
crossed all kinds of religious and cultural boundaries to build relationships of trust 
and love. We strive to follow his example in a religiously diverse world that seems to grow 
more divided every day.  

Presbyterians are deeply aware of our inability to ever fully 
know or understand God, and we understand God to be 
capable of revealing God’s self in all kinds of ways. As a 
result, we actively seek to build respectful and caring 
relationships with those of other religious traditions — and 
of no religious tradition — and we watch for ways to share 
the good news that has transformed our lives with others 
who may be seeking their own transformation. 

Presbyterians believe that the growing religious diversity in the United States is an 
opportunity for Christians to demonstrate the love of Christ. Our task is to prepare our 
members to fully understand what makes our witness as Presbyterians distinctive, and to 
help our members reach across boundaries of religious differences to build relationships of 
trust with those who embrace or belong to other traditions, or to no tradition at all. 

His Tithes, Our Offerings 

From the time that God first delivered His 
Chosen People from enslavement in Egypt, 
the Bible has set the bar high on how we 
are to honor God with our gifts: 

“A tithe [10%] of everything from the land, 
whether grain from the soil or fruit from 
the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to 
the LORD.” (Leviticus 27:30) 

Jesus affirms (in Mark 12:41-44) that every 
offering—no matter how large or how 
small—is a precious gift that God receives 
with joy when it comes from the heart of 
the giver.  

The tithes and offerings you contribute to 
Westminster support our many ministries 
and make it possible for us to worship and 
enjoy fellowship in our amazing church 
building. You can make your gifts online via 
the Tithely app, the Giving page on our 
website, or by check, either in the mail or 
offering plate. Thank you! 

Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you; before you 
were born, I set you apart.  

Jeremiah 1:5 
 

Where’s the Cake?? 

Best wishes and 
sincere prayers for 
these members and 
friends with birthdays 
in February: 

 1st  – Kathy West 

 6th – David Hammond 

 10th – Eric Schneider 

 11th – Danielle Sholar 

 12th – Lucia Horowitz 

 22nd – John Funke 
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Putting the Super in Souper Bowl Sunday: February 12, 2023 
Before you settle in for an afternoon of fierce football, 
clever commercials, and all the snacks you can eat, tune in 
for the ultimate pre-game event: Worship at Westminster 
and give to our annual Souper Bowl special offering—you 
can both things in person or online!  

The Missions & Outreach Committee is once again 
spearheading our participation in this national event. Since 
1990, over $170 million has been reported donated to 
local food charities across all fifty states with 
over 300,000 unique groups participating.  

Our contributions all go to our friends and mission partners at the Greenwood Soup 
Kitchen Ministry. The Soup Kitchen Ministry feeds those in need in our community at no 
change to them. It depends entirely on donations 
of food and money for its existence. The Soup 
Kitchen does not receive funds from any other 
source, except for one small grant from the 
federally sponsored Emergency Food Program. 
On average, they serve about 100 guests per day, 
but it is not unusual for them to serve 120 or 
more. Meals are served from Monday to Saturday 
between 11:00 A.M. and 12:00 Noon.  

Our goal this year is to raise at least $300. To 
help us keep track of our progress between 
now and Super Bowl Sunday, Laine Horowitz and our children’s group will move the 
ball down the field in this display in the narthex. Please make out your check to 
Westminster, and note in the memo line that it is for Souper Bowl Sunday. Thank you 
for being super! 

New Math 
Submitted by Joyce Alexander  
Love, multifaceted, 
Simple 
Yet inexplicable. 
It grows and thrives 
When active. 
Use it, 
It expands beyond measure. 
Divide it, 
And it multiplies. 
Subtract it, 
And it adds. 
Give it away 
And it returns a hundredfold. 

Seeking Young Readers and 
Acolytes to Help Lead Worship 

The latest item found in the Suggestion Box 
in the narthex offered a terrific idea: invite 
older kids to participate in morning 
worship services—reading, lighting 
candles, etc. Yes, absolutely!  

Parents, if your children would like to read, 
recite a Bible verse, or light the Christ 

candle, contact the 
Pastor or Elizabeth 
Watkins, co-chair 
of the Worship & 
Music Committee. 
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Report from the 2023 Session Retreat 
The annual WPC Officer’s Retreat was 
held on Saturday, January 28 at The 
Church of the Resurrection. In 
attendance: Steve Kuhl, Clerk of Session; 
Tina Corley, Nurture & Education Chair; 
David Hammond, Building & Grounds 
Chair; Claire Kuhl, Business Affairs Chair; 
Rob Graves, Congregational Care Chair, 
Elizabeth Watkins, Music & Worship 
Co-Chair; and Laine Horowitz, Mission & 
Outreach Co-Chair. Pastor Caroline Dennis facilitated the event. And special Guest Denise 
Waldrep enriched the worship experience by engaging the group in a time of prayer and 
contemplation as everyone walked a labyrinth (see page 18) on the church grounds. 

A significant portion of the retreat was devoted to receiving an in-depth report from Paul 
Grier, Financial Analyst from the Presbyterian Foundation. He has analyzed a significant 
amount of detailed financial history data provided to him earlier by Treasurer Len 
Bornemann. Highlights from this analysis will be presented to the whole congregation at 
the February 15th “Food for Thought” dinner meeting. 

Stewardship Snapshot 
The Stewardship Snapshot is a regular report from the 
Session to the Westminster Times newsletter. Please note 
that because of the newsletter publication schedule vs. 
timing of month-end close, these reports will typically be 
about six weeks behind.  

2022 End of the Year Report 

Revenues: 
 Member contributions + stock donation = $177,265 vs. budget $178,840 = ($1,575) loss 
 Non-member contributions = $10,377 vs. budget $1,750  = $8,627 gain 
 Total contributions - "Regular" = $190,788 vs. budget $184,100  = $6,688 gain 
 Total Operating Revenue = $198,262 vs. budget $189,390  = $8,872 gain 

Expenses: 
All Committee operating expenses were held very close to, or under budgeted levels 
 Total Operating Expense = $190,557 vs. Budget $195,133  = $4,576 gain 
 
Total Yearend Operating Income = $198,262 less $190,557  = $7,705 gain 
Note: Major capital expense (not included above) was $23,173 
 
We had a good month financially in December. Operating income was $17,429 vs. operating 
expenses of $14, 237, resulting in a $3,192 gain for the month. We currently have a high 
checkbook balance due to a one-time pre-payment of a 2023 pledge. A portion of this 
balance will be moved to our investment account in the very near future. 

Please direct any questions about church financial matters to our treasurer, Len Bornemann, 
or any member of the Business Affairs Committee. 
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WPC Church Library Has Lots to Offer! 
Submitted by Tina Corley, Nurture & Christian Education Committee Chair 

These books from the Church Library are on display in the hall between the sanctuary and 
the office area. To borrow a book, sign its check-out card and leave it in the box provided. 

For Children 
 One Hundred is a Family, by Ryan—Groups making up many different kinds of "families" 

introduce the numbers from one to ten and then by tens to one hundred. Counting 
stories in rhymes. 

 There’s a Duck in My Closet, by John Trent, Ph. D. ill. By Judy Love—A little boy is afraid 
of his closet at night until he discovers that a variety of animals live in it and come out at 
night to play. 

 Find It Fast in the Bible, published by Thomas Nelson Press. 

Fiction 
 Friendship Cake, by Joyce Hinton—This novel is the first in a series. It offers inspiring 

life lessons in faith, love, strength, survival and community. It is recommended by Maya 
Angelou and is reminiscent of Jan Karon’s novels. 

Non-Fiction 
 Soul Survivor: How My Faith Survived the Church, by Phllip Yancy—In this, book Yancey 

says he got to write about his heroes, some of the people who most deeply affected him. 
He interviewed some of these mentors (Frederick Buechner, Annie Dillard, Henri 
Nouwen, et. al.), some of whom he encountered through their writings (John Donne, 
G. K. Chesteron, Susaku Endo, et al.). Yancey says they helped him form his own 
spiritual autobiography which the book recounts as well. 

 Facing the Future without Fear:  Prescription for Courage without Fear, by Lloyd John 
Ogilvie—This book deals with fear and peace of mind. With engaging stories and 
personal observations, Dr. Ogilvie provides “prescriptions” to help us dispel our fears 
and receive the profound and life-changing love of God. 

 Whispers on the Wind, by Joyce Alexander—Poems by our own Joyce Alexander. For a 
sample of her work, see New Math on page 9. Fun fact: Joyce is acknowledged in one of 
Jan Karon’s books in appreciation for her help in researching one of the Mitford Series’ 
primary characters. 
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Starting in February: 
Save the Dates 

Whether you are new to 
Westminster or have been 
Presbyterian forever, you 
can benefit from our upcoming study, 
Presbyterian 101. 

When? First Sundays after Worship 

How Long? One hour 

Where? Choir Room 

What about my kids? Child care with 
snacks and activities will be provided 

What? 
 Feb 5: History and Theology – Where 

do we come from?  What do we believe? 

 Mar 5: Polity – How we do things. 

 Apr 2: Worship – What we do together. 

 May 7: Mission – Where do we go 
from here? 

For more information, contact the church 
office (wpcgwd1@gmail.com). 

Coming in April: 
Save the Date, Share Ideas 

The Nurture & Christian Education, 
Mission & Outreach, and Congregational 
Care Committees are cooking up a plan for 
an Easter event on the church grounds 
sometime in early April.  

The goal is to offer children from the 
surrounding neighborhoods, as well as our 
own merry band of little ones, something 
festive, fun, and educational—hunting for 
eggs, hearing about Jesus, and making new 
friends will all be on the menu. 

If you have ideas for fun activities, and 
                                  especially if you are 
                                    interested in helping 
                                       with this event, please 
                                        contact Tina Corley or 
                                          Pastor Caroline. It’s 
                                           sure to be an 
                                                 eggs-ceptional 
                                                         experience 
                                                             for all!! 

Me? An Evangelist?! 
Excerpted from The Mothers and Daughters 
of the Bible Speak, by Shannon Bream 

“So often when we think about evangelism, 
we assume we need to prepare a three-
point presentation, quoting Bible verses 
and complex points of theology to convince 
someone to accept Christ.  

But evangelism isn’t always about a 
polished presentation or theological 
defense. Sometimes, it’s just about being 
with another person—spending time with 
him or her, building a relationship, living 
out our faith in front of that person, and 
talking about God in the natural 
conversation that arises.” 

Me, an evangelist? Yes, you!! 

A Tip of the 
Hat to… 

 Our nursery staff 
and the many 
volunteers loving 
our youngest ones 

 Sally Kauffmann 
for leading 
worship from 
the piano 

 Nancy Hart Wicker and 
Elizabeth Watkins for joining 
Sally in providing an amazing and 
unexpected musical treat 

Thanks and blessings to you all! 
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Greenwood Place Update 
Submitted by Fred Murphy, Executive Director 

Here are a couple of additional Standards under which the 
Clubhouse functions. The following Standards deal with the 
Clubhouse and its work-ordered day: 

#18: The Clubhouse is organized into one or more work 
units, each of which has sufficient staff, members and meaningful work to sustain a 
full and engaging work-ordered day. Unit meetings are held to foster relationships 
as well as to organize and plan the work of the day. 

#19: All work in the Clubhouse is designed to help members regain self-worth, purpose 
and confidence, it is not intended to be job specific training 

#20: Members have the opportunity to participate in all of the Clubhouse, including 
administration, research, enrollment and orientation, reach out, hiring, training and 
evaluation of staff, public relations, advocacy and evaluation of Clubhouse 
effectiveness.  

For the month of December, Greenwood Place had an average of 7 individuals participating 
on a daily basis. The Clubhouse had planned on a trip to go shopping, but decided to cancel 
that Social because we had a number of our members come down with COVID. Fortunately, 
no one developed any significant symptoms from this virus, and everyone recovered in 
time for us to celebrate Christmas together. We had a total of 15 people join us for our 
Christmas celebration. Along with good food and fellowship, we got to exchange some 
small presents. The women got knit scarves and the men got knit caps. These should come 
in handy for our winter weather. The Clubhouse also held a New Year’s Day celebration. 

Greenwood Place continues to work with Gateway in Greenville, and with the State of SC to 
see if we can obtain future funding for the Clubhouse. In addition, we will be looking for 
new leadership for the Clubhouse both on our Board and our staff. If you are interested or 
have recommendations, please contact Fred Murphy. 

Thanks to Westminster Presbyterian for their continued support and prayers. 

  

GREENWOOD PLACE 
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Mental Health Benefits of Religion 
Excerpted from The Mental Health Benefits of Religion & 
Spirituality | NAMI: National Alliance on Mental Illness 

Religion gives people something to believe in, provides a sense 
of structure and typically offers a group of people to connect 
with over similar beliefs. These facets can have a large positive 
impact on mental health. Research suggests that religiosity 
reduces suicide rates, alcoholism and drug use. Here are some 
of religion’s main mental health benefits: 

Community 
 Initiates social connections with other members  
 Creates a sense of belonging to a group 
 Offers trustworthy and safe social engagement 

Ritual 
 Helps people to cope with difficult life situations (i.e., end-of-life ceremonies) 
 Provides structure, regularity, and predictability 
 Allows for time to rest as well as holidays and other special times of the year 

Teachings 
 Provides guidelines to live by (i.e., the importance of doing the right thing) 
 Teaches compassion, forgiveness, and gratitude 
 Identifies life lessons, even from challenging situations 

As Christians who embrace inclusiveness, we have an opportunity to welcome and offer a 
safe space to people who have experienced religious trauma in their lives. While not yet an 
official diagnosis, religious trauma is recognized by many reputable psychotherapists as a 
source of emotional pain for people who have been harshly judged and ostracized by strict, 
authoritarian religious groups of many types. Westminster can help those who have 
experienced such rejection find the joy of faith and the mental health benefits it offers. 

Almighty God, 
Bind us closer in the midst of our 
differences. We pray that no child 
of yours will be discriminated 
against because of who they are. 
Give us a bigger vision and a wider 
embrace, lest we oppress others.  

Create in us hearts wide enough to 
accept and love without 
discrimination as shown by your 
Son Jesus Christ.  

In His name we pray, Amen! 

Prayer by Cosme Haban, reprinted in Disciplines: A Book of Daily Devotions 
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Let Us Pray… 

 
For Those in Our Church  
We share one another’s joys and concerns: 

 John & Mishie Bacot 
 Jimmy Corley 
 Mary Corley 
 Kathy Felder 
 Mac & Holly Hubbard 

 Kelli Lott & daughters 
Savanah and Gabby 

 Laine & Lucia 
Horowitz 

 Meg Templin Smith, 
niece of M. A. Wilson 

 Denise Waldrep 
 Ed Watkins 
 Gail & Glen Yonce, 

and Georgianna 
 Our pastor and her 

family, staff, elders 

We pray daily for our prayer partners and their special concerns. We pray for our sister 
churches: New Faith, Ware Shoals, First Presbyterian, Abbeville Presbyterian, and others. 

We pray for the ministries of our church, especially: 
 Presbyterian 

Communities of SC 
 Prison Ministry 
 Thornwell Home 
 Presbyterian College 

 

 Greenwood Place 
 NAMI 
 Pathway House 
 Food Bank of 

Greenwood 
 Meg’s House 

 Beyond Abuse 
 Greater Greenwood 

United Ministries 
 Camp Fellowship 
 Community 

Initiatives/TLC 

For Those in Our Hearts 
We pray for these members of our wider community: 
 

 Betsey Blimline 
 Chris Brown 
 Judy Buck 
 Lib Colough 
 Ted Colcolough 
 Nancy Cooper  
 Dean & Albert Fadden 
 David Gillespie 

 Lois Grice  
 Beverly Grier 
 Stephanie & Eve Horton 
 Joan Herin  
 Michael Knight 
 Corrie Manis 
 Terence Reese 
 Trae Steelmon 
 

 Dave Watson 
 Abigail 
 Candy  
 Diana 
 Geri 
 JK 

For the World 
We pray for our neighbors everywhere who we are called to love: 

 For true peace on earth, good will toward all of humanity 
 For healing in communities everywhere that are affected by gun violence 
 For wise leadership at every level in our community, country, and world 
 For those living with mental, emotional, and/or physical illnesses  
 For all who experience exclusion, or who struggle to meet basic needs 
 For justice and mercy to prevail throughout the world—thy will be done 
 For unity among Christians in every congregation, country, and corner of the world 
 For those serving in the American armed services, especially those in harm’s way 
 For our enemies, that their hearts may be transformed by your love and truth 

“…I constantly 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 
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And God Saw That It Was Good… 

 

 

Western Cluster Hosted Bible 
Scholar Dr. Raj Nadall   

On January 29, Westminster hosted the 
Western Cluster “Fifth Sunday” gathering, 
featuring our guest speaker, Dr. Raj Nadella. 
More than 30 people attended the evening 
lecture, with most remaining afterward to feast 
on a magnificent buffet of homemade soups, 
sandwiches, and cakes. 

Dr. Nadella is the Samuel A. Cartledge Professor 
of New Testament Studies at Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA.  
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Covenant Agreement 

Among the Westminster Presbyterian Church – Greenwood, SC family, 
and with MRO Olanda Carr, Presbyterian Foundation (East Region) 
 
 “ . . .the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.”  John 14:26 

On October 26, 2022, members of Westminster Presbyterian Church – Greenwood, SC met 
with Olanda Carr, Jr., Ministry Relations Officer - East Region of the Presbyterian 
Foundation, to begin a visioning process as part of the Project Regeneration Program. 

This relationship includes a programmed study of Sailboat Church, by Joan S. Gray, and a 
subsequent commitment to 40 days of prayerful discernment subject to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. Following this season of prayer, we will meet as a group to explore varying 
options for our church’s future ministry with the assistance of Presbyterian Foundation 
resources (including, but not limited to, financial analyses of the congregation). 

To do this, our leadership group covenants to: 
 Bring an open mind 
 Trust 
 Compromise 
 Display ‘gentle honesty’ 
 Hold non-essentials loosely 
 Participate 
 Stay committed 
 Listen 
 Hope 
 Be guided by the Holy Spirit 
 Have ‘asset-based’ thinking 
 Envision possibilities 

 Provide Feedback 
 Have integrity 
 Be courageous 
 Retain our sense of humor 
 Be energetic 
 Utilize intelligence 
 Remain faithful 
 Love 
 Live into our imagination 
 Display endurance 
 Adapt

 
PRAY 

 
As we enter this process, let us remember that “the teaching of the Holy Spirit is not just 
about ideas and concepts. The Spirit also leads us into new patterns of behavior and new 
ways to make decisions” (Gray, page 20).  
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Praying with a Labyrinth 

You don’t have to visit the cathedral at Chartres, France, or even the grounds of Church of 
the Resurrection here in Greenwood to experience meditation via a labyrinth as your 
Session did on their retreat. You can “walk” the labyrinth below with your finger. Trace the 
winding way, knowing that you cannot get lost—surrender to the peace of the path.  

When walking the labyrinth, you may want to. . . 
 Walk with no particular focus. Simply enjoy being in God’s presence. 
 Walk with a particular focus: a question, a situation, a person, a deep need  
 Silently repeat a favorite verse of Scripture, such as “Be still and know that I am God.” 
 Contemplate one of the names for God: Creator, Savior, Holy One, Shepherd  
 Silently repeat a phrase, such as “Come, Holy Spirit.” 

 

 



 

WPC Newsletter 19 February 1, 2023 

Greenwood’s Annual Lenten Pilgrimage 
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