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Sacred Rest
A sacred thing is really just an ordinary thing set aside for a holy purpose. In the church,
the sacraments are made up of ordinary things—water for baptism, wine and bread for
communion—that we dedicate to God for divine purposes
to be a tangible sign of God’s blessing.
Remember the Sabbath
Day and keep it holy.
God’s fourth word (commandment) invites God’s people to
set aside a day and keep it holy. Three actions of God shape
Exodus 20:8
our understanding of this day. In Exodus 20, we read that
we observe this day as a day of rest, because God labored
for 6 days creating the world, but on the seventh day God rested. Here we are invited to be
like God, to use this holy day to rest from our labors. The sabbath is a time of rest.
The book of Deuteronomy chapter 5 tells a different story. We are to observe the sabbath
and keep it holy because God brought us out of slavery. We are invited to use this day to
remember God’s grace to us. Sabbath is a time for gratitude.
In the New Testament, we learn that God raised Jesus on
the eighth day, the first day of the week, the day of new
creation. So Christians moved their sabbath observance
from the last day of the week, to the first day of the
week. For us, each Sunday, each sabbath day is a little
Easter, a celebration of the resurrection. Sabbath is a
time of re-creation.
As we read across our scriptures, we see that we are
invited on the sabbath to lay aside our labors, to
remember God’s graces, and to be recreated ever more
in the likeness of Christ.
At church, we are in a season called Ordinary Time. I
invite you to take some of this ordinary time and set it
aside for a holy purpose. Dedicate it to God as a time for
rest, remembering, and recreating—so that you might
be re-created!
This is what the Dennis family will be doing the first part of July. We call it vacation, and
one might think for a pastor who dedicates her life to a holy purpose, she might just take
some time for herself. And you would be right, for this commandment from God (like all of
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
God’s commandments) is a gift to us, to all of us. God gives time to rest
from creating, time to remember what he has done for us, and time to be
recreated, refreshed, renewed. We’ll be away from July 3 to July 16, first
at the beach with family and then at home working on our kitchen
renovation before Phillip goes back to school. We thank you and God for
the gift of this time. And we pray too that you will find some time for
rest, grateful memory, and re-creation. It is a holy thing to do!
Your pastor & friend,

Caroline
Worship in July & August: A People Who Bless God
There are so many voices telling us
which way we should go. New
puzzles present themselves every
day. It is good to listen to wise and
experienced mentors, loving friends
and family, educated experts, but at
the end of the day, all these must be
weighed, decisions made, a path
chosen and walked.

“I desire so to conduct the affairs of this
administration that if at the end...I have lost
every other friend on earth, I shall at least
have one friend left, and that friend shall be
down inside of me.”
Abraham Lincoln

Jesus helps us remember to turn towards God for direction and guidance, to listen to the
Spirit’s still, small voice within us, showing us how and making us able to will and to work
for God’s good pleasure. This summer, we will listen to Jesus’ words as recorded in the
Gospel of Luke so that we might continue to tune our hearts each day to play in harmony
with God.
July 3: A Day of Gratitude, Confession,
Conviction, and Hope
Communion
 Psalm 103

August 7: Come
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven
 Luke 12:32-40

July 10: The Good Samaritan
The Rev. Brad Christie preaching
 Luke 10:25-37

August 14: Give
Give us this day our daily bread
 Luke 12:13-31

July 17: The Better Part
 Luke 10:38-41

August 21: Forgive
And forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors
 Luke 13:10-17

July 24: Teach Us to Pray
Our Father, who art in heaven
 Luke 11:1-13

August 28: Lead
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil
 Luke 14:1, 7-14

July 31: Worship with Ware Shoals at
Camp Fellowship
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Westminster Happenings
Sunday School
Coffee & conversation at 9:00 A.M. in the choir room.
Join an informal exploration of scripture, facilitated by Phillip Dennis.
A Day of Gratitude, Confession, Conviction, and Hope
Sunday Communion
July 3 Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Join in praising the Lord and thanking Him for His goodness.
Worship on the Water: Brian Purcell preaching
Worship at 10:00 A.M. at Camp Fellowship.
Come in a boat, come in a car, come as you are!
Independence Day Holiday

Monday Church office closed for the holiday.
July 4 Dennis family on vacation until July 16th.

Contact the church office in case of pastoral emergency.
Sunday School
Gather at 9:00 A.M. in the choir room.
Savor coffee and conversation led by Kathy Gillespie.

Sunday The Good Samaritan: The Rev. Brad Christie preaching
July 10 Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Consider what it means to truly love all thy neighbors.
Worship on the Water: Perrin Trible preaching
Worship at 10:00 A.M. at Camp Fellowship.

Sunday School
Coffee and conversation at 9:00 A.M. in the choir room.
Discuss what the scriptures are saying to us, with Phillip Dennis.

Sunday The Better Part
July 17 Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.

Choose to sit at Jesus’ feet and be blessed by His words.
Worship on the Water: Robert Todd preaching
Worship at 10:00 A.M. at Camp Fellowship.

This, then, is how you should pray…
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Westminster Happenings, continued
Greenwood Food Bank First Annual Walk to Fight Hunger
Saturday Volunteer to distribute water and a good word to those walking.
July 23 Westminster is the official Water Station Sponsor for the event.
See pages 8 and 19 for more information.
Sunday School
Gather in the choir room at 9:00 A.M.
Consider what God has done and is doing, led by Phillip Dennis.

Sunday The Lord’s Prayer: Teach Us to Pray
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
July 24 Listen as Jesus models prayer for the Twelve and for us.
Worship on the Water: Brian Purcell preaching
Worship at 10:00 A.M. at Camp Fellowship.
Worship on the Water: Kevin Cartee preaching
Sunday Worship with our brothers and sisters from Ware Shoals First
Presbyterian at Camp Fellowship for 10:00 A.M. worship.

July 31

Note: no Sunday School; worship at Camp Fellowship only.
Caroline in Baltimore for Biblical Storytellers Conference.

August 2-6 Contact the church office in case of pastoral emergency.

Sunday School
Gather in the choir room at 9:00 A.M.
Dive into our new study on The Lord’s Prayer (see page 5).

Sunday
The Lord’s Prayer: Come
August 7 Communion
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Imagine life when God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven.

Sunday School
Gather in the choir room at 9:00 A.M.
Continue exploring the meaning and power of the Lord’s prayer.

Sunday
August 14 The Lord’s Prayer: Give

Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
Celebrate our generous God who provides for us abundantly.
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Westminster Happenings, continued
Sunday School
Gather in the choir room at 9:00 A.M.
Continue exploring the meaning and power of the Lord’s prayer.

Sunday The Lord’s Prayer: Forgive
Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
August 21 Seek personal forgiveness and learn to forgive others.
Session Meeting
Meet in the parlor at 11:30 A.M.
Conduct the business of the church with prayers and thanksgiving.
Family Night Supper: Save the Date!

Wednesday Come at 5:30 P.M. for fellowship, stay for 6:00 P.M. dinner and
August 24 program. Be on the lookout for details in future emails and bulletins.
Sunday School
Gather in the choir room at 9:00 A.M.
Join the conversation about The Lord’s Prayer and its significance.
The Lord’s Prayer: Lead

Sunday Worship at 10:00 A.M. in person or via live streaming.
August 28 Ask for God’s deliverance from the time of trial.
Mustard Seedlings Kickoff
Come to the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 P.M., ready for outside fun.
See page 7 for information about this new family-oriented mission.

Strengthen Your Prayer Life: New Sunday Morning Study
Most of us know the Lord's Prayer by heart, but do we really
appreciate the power of its words? In this insightful 6-week study,
author Adam Hamilton helps you find a deeper understanding of the
petition you may have come to recite without thinking. Learn how it
can serve as a pattern for your everyday devotional life.
Each session will include a brief video and plenty of discussion time!
This study coordinates with Pastor Caroline’s lectionary-based
sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer. And the children will also be
learning about The Lord’s Prayer in their own study time.
You can order your copy of The Lord’s Prayer: The Power and
Meaning of the Prayer that Jesus Taught, by Adam Hamilton, from your favorite online
bookseller, including ChristianBook.com and Amazon.com.
WPC Newsletter
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We’ve Been to the Mountaintop!
A report from Bill & Nancy Hogan about their participation in the recent
Presbyterian Association of Musicians conference at Montreat
What an incredible week of worship through Word and song at the
annual Presbyterian Association of Worship and Music Conference
(PAM) at Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC. With more
than 1,500 people from 42 states, conferees of all ages were in
attendance from young to “seasoned citizens.”
There was singing, liturgical dancing, Bible study,
praying, handbells, instrumental ensembles, and
daily worship services where conferees were
urged to participate through reading, dancing, or
serving communion. Friday evening was filled with
great music from the many choirs and ensembles.
There was something for everyone to assist in their
own mountaintop experience. I hope you will mark
your calendars for either June 18-23 or June 25-30
to attend one of the conference sessions in 2023.
We plan to be there and hope you will join us.
Let the teaching of Christ live in you richly.
Use all wisdom to teach and instruct
others by singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Colossians 3:16
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Philippians 02:02 Challenge Continues
The Session’s prayer challenge is off to a powerful start, and
continues through the summer (…and beyond!). Set your
phone, your watch, and your alarm clock to go off at 2:02 P.M.
every day. When you hear the alert, pause to pray wherever
you are, focusing on Paul’s guidance to the Philippians in
Chapter 2, Verse 2:
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in
spirit and of one mind.
We pray as one body in Christ even when we are physically dispersed. We are one church
in many places, and God is with us in each and every one of them. May your summer and
our church be blessed by this discipline of daily shared prayer.

Called to Serve?
The wonderful worship and nurturing
congregational life you enjoy here at
Westminster doesn’t happen by accident.
Year after year, God calls His children to lend
their talents to His work, some as Session
members, some as kitchen workers, some as
teachers…the list goes on. And every year,
courageous souls answer the call with a
resounding, “Here am I, Lord—send me!”
What talents of yours is
God calling you to lend
to Westminster?

The Fall kickoff celebration (and first
regular meeting) of the Mustard
Seedlings will be Sunday, August 28th at
4:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.
Mustard Seedlings is designed for family
participation—children and parents
together, making a difference.
The first Mustard Seedlings mission
project, revitalizing the Prayer Garden, is
already off to a great start. Master
Gardener Clair Harmon evaluated the
existing garden area, made a list of its
strengths and needs, and drew a beautiful
plan of what the garden will look like
when the revitalization is completed.
We'll have garden work days between
now and the end of August to get the
garden ready for August 28th.

The WPC Nominating
Committee is prayerfully
seeking two individuals
willing to become ruling
elders. If you are interested, contact Kathy
Gillespie (gillespiekat53@gmail.com) or any
member of the Session by August 14th.

Remember, God doesn’t call the prepared,
He prepares the called. If you are willing to
raise your hand, you’ll find mentors and
supporters ready to help you find success and For more information, contact Di Litwer
fulfillment in serving the Lord and His church. at dlitwer@earthlink.com.
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July & August Birthday Blessings!
Best wishes and sincere prayers for these
members and friends celebrating birthdays:
July
 1st – Dashe Case
 2nd – Fred Taber
 3rd – Beth Hammond
 5th – Nevaeh Sholar
 12th – Deb Jones
 19th – Caroline Dennis
 26th – Anna Gillespie Schneider
And sincere anniversary wishes to:
 Mac & Holly Hubbard
 Eric & Anna G. Scheider

Time to Raise the Roof!
According to David
Hammond, chair of the
Building & Grounds
Committee, Session has
authorized replacement of
the roof that covers the education wing,
including the porte cochere. The
contractor expects to start the project in
late July.
This is the first of several significant
capital needs we are facing, including
replacing more HVAC units and the rest of
the roof. The parking lot is also overdue
for major investment.

August
 8th – Paigelynn Tucker
 11th – Nicholas Schneider
 23rd – John Bacot
 25th – Walter Hughes
And sincere anniversary wishes to:
 Steve & Claire Kuhl
 David & Beth Hammond
 Bill & Theresa Jacobs
 Larry & Licia Duncan
 Marvin & Ginny Cartee

WPC Shares Our Joy at July
Food Bank Hunger Walk
Each Joy in June event offered an opportunity
for creative responses to God’s message.
During Water week, participants decorated
water bottles with words of love and
affirmation. WPC volunteers will hand out
these unique bottles of life-giving water at
the July 23 Walk to Fight Hunger, benefitting
the Greenwood Food Bank. See page 19 for a
flyer about the event, and pass it along!
Please plan to participate, either by walking
or by helping us share God’s love by
volunteering at our Water Station. Contact
the church office for more information.

Being good stewards of our beautiful
campus takes a massive amount of time,
energy, planning, and money. Many
thanks to David and B&G for endless
hours of faithful service and hard work.
Thanks to Ody and his team for keeping
our facility clean. And special thanks to all
of you who are able to contribute
financially—God is working through you
to provide abundantly for His people at
Westminster (see 2 Cor 9:8 on page 10).
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The Torch
Poetry from Joyce Alexander
Weep, my country, weep!
Violence has raped your countryside!
Fragmented your neighborhoods,
Apathy has stolen hopes and dreams.
Yet, in the midst of destruction,
Through tears of disappointment,
You stand tall.
Holding aloft the torch of liberty,
Shining on the renewal of purpose,
Shining on the truth of freedom.

Great Hymns of Our Faith: “Take Time to be Holy”
Excerpted from The One Year Book of Hymns, compiled and
edited by Robert K. Brown and Mark R. Norton
Willian Longstaff never considered himself a hymnwriter. In
fact, “Take Time to be Holy” may have been the only poem he
ever wrote. The son of a wealthy ship merchant, Longstaff was
treasurer of his church and gave liberally to Christian causes.
When evangelists D. L. Moody and Ira Sankey came to England,
he assisted them financially, and he also wrote reports of the
meetings for the Christian press.
A few years later, Longstaff heard a sermon on the text “Be ye
holy, for I am holy,” [1 Peter 1:16] and wrote down what
holiness meant to him. A businessman at heart, Longstaff wrote
no flowery or pious-sounding verses, but these down-to-earth thoughts.
Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word.
Make friends of God’s children,
help those who are weak,
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.

Take time to be holy, let Him be thy Guide;
And run not before Him, whatever betide.
In joy or in sorrow, still follow the Lord,
And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His Word.
Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul,
Each thought and each motive beneath
His control.
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,
Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;
Thy friends in thy conduct
His likeness shall see.

The hymn appeared in a Christian newspaper in 1882 and was promptly forgotten. But
years later, gospel composer George Stebbins, who was leading music in India in
connection with evangelistic services there, remembered the poem when he was asked if
there was a good hymn on living a holy life. Retrieving the newspaper clipping he had
saved, he set the poem to music.
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Stewardship Snapshot
The Stewardship Snapshot is a regular report from the
Session to the Westminster Times newsletter. Please note
that because of the newsletter publication schedule vs.
timing of month-end close, these reports will typically be
about six weeks behind.

May 2022
May
Actual

Monthly
Budget

Year-to-Date
Actual

Year-to-Date
Budget

Total Income

$20,809

$16,074

$74,689

$79,371

Total Expenses

$15,757

$18,645

$78,326

$91,725

Net Gain/Loss

$5,051

—$3,637

The profit and loss statement reflects a $5,000 positive gain for the month, as member
pledge revenues exceeded budget, and committee spending remained under good control.
Remember that the investment account holds a significant stock contribution that was
made in April and may be counted towards year-to-date pledge revenue as well.
Please direct any questions about church financial matters to Larry Dozier, or any member
of the Business Affairs Committee.

On the Road Again?
Bills arrive relentlessly every month, so
even when you are on the road enjoying
summer travels, please remember to
fulfill your church pledge and make other
offerings as you are able to do so.
You can send your
tithes and offerings
anytime from
anywhere using
the Tithely app on
our website
(wpcgnwd.org). Go
to the Giving page
and click the Give
Now button. Or mail your check to:

And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in
every good work.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
2330 Cokesbury Road
Greenwood, SC 29649

2 Corinthians 9:8
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Greenwood Place Update
Submitted by Fred Murphy, Executive Director

The most recent Clubhouse stats show that the average daily
attendance for May was 9. For the month of May, Members spent
792 hours at the Clubhouse. We served 168 meals, and for the
month picked up 159 members. We currently have 8 Members
who are working part-time. No members were hospitalized
GREENWOOD PLACE
during the month for mental health issues.
A focus of each day at the Clubhouse is to provide a safe and
welcoming place for our members to come. They often refer to the Clubhouse as “group” or
“school.” This is because the Clubhouse tries to provide a learning experience for each
member. This may be in the form of learning how to prepare a meal, input information on a
computer, or even how to take pictures with a camera. In addition, the Clubhouse is a safe
place where they can talk with others about the ups and downs happening in their life with
others that maybe experiencing similar issues. They feel safe to be themselves.
Unfortunately, the Clubhouse had to close
for a week in June because we had to have
our bus repaired. We are up and operating
again, and everyone is happy about that.
Our May Social was a trip to the Greenwood
Museum and lunch at Chick-fil-a. There
were two new exhibits at The Museum: a
look back at medical services at Self
Regional Healthcare, and then a new exhibit
on Dinosaurs. We will be postponing our
June Social to July when we will be taking a trip to Lake Greenwood State Park for a picnic.
This is one social that everyone looks forward attending!
Note: Greenwood Place will be closed July 18 through July 29. Please keep Fred Murphy in
your prayers as he recovers from surgery during that time.

Youth Mental Well-Being Crisis
This information was excerpted from To Improve Student Mental Health, We
Need More Than Crisis Response | NAMI: National Alliance on Mental Illness

The American Academy of Pediatrics, the Children’s Hospital
Association, and the American Academy of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry recently declared [the exploding youth mental
health] crisis a national emergency.
What can organizations, groups, [churches,] and schools specifically do to better support
the mental health of their young people? Our role is not to do the work of therapists,
teachers, counselors, etc. Instead, our work is to shine light on what young people are
telling us. If a young person in your life is having issues, listen to them and help them
connect to professional help. The NAMI website is a good place to start: NAMI.org.
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Let Us Pray…
For Those in Our Church
We share one another’s joys and concerns:





The Bacot family
Len Bornemann
Tim Hale, Elizabeth
Watkin’s Uncle
Mac & Holly Hubbard





“Hear my cry for help, my King
“…Ifor
constantly
and my God,
to you I pray.
Psalm 5:2

Laine Horowitz
Kelli Lott & daughters
Savanah and Gabby
Julie Dowd, Tina
Corley’s sister





Ed Watkins
Mary Anne Wilson
Gail & Glen Yonce,
and Georgianna

We pray daily for our prayer partners and their special concerns. We pray for our sister
churches: New Faith, Ware Shoals, First Presbyterian, Abbeville Presbyterian, and others.
We pray for the ministries of our church, especially:
 Presbyterian
 Greenwood Place
Communities of SC
 NAMI
 Prison Ministry
 Pathway House
 Thornwell Home
 Gwd. Food Bank
 Beyond Abuse






Meg’s House
Greater Greenwood
United Ministries
Camp Fellowship
Community Initiatives









Terence Reese
Dave Watson
Abigail
Candy
Diana
Geri
JK

For Those in Our Hearts
We pray for these members of our wider community:









Betsey Blimline
Chris Brown
Lib Colough
Nancy Cooper
The Din Family
Dean & Albert Fadden
Dorothy Fulcher
David Gillespie









Lois Grice
Beverly Grier
Stephanie & Eve Horton
Joan Herin
Michael Knight
Corrie Manis
Fred Murphy

For the World
We pray for all our neighbors everywhere who we are called to love as we
love ourselves:









For those who are traveling
For those living with mental, emotional, and/or physical illnesses
For all who experience exclusion, or who struggle to meet basic needs
For unity among Christians in every congregation, country, and corner of the world
For Westminster’s Session and staff
For peace and wisdom in our community, country, & among world and local leaders
For those serving in the American armed services, especially those in harm’s way
For our enemies, that their hearts may be transformed by your love and truth
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Contributions from the Congregation
Finding Joy
Photos of Nicholas Gillespie with proud grandparents Arthur and Kathy

Spreading Joy
A neighborhood scene shared by Joyce Alexander
My doorbell rang. On the porch stood two little girls each wearing
a big smile. One said, “We’re giving out kindness cards.” She held
out a basket holding slips of paper. “Take one.”
Simple and yet profound. Thus can joy be spread.

Loving Thy Neighbors
Poetry from Autumn Brown
Love thy neighbor is what people claim to do at Jesus’s behest
But they fail to do that when put to the test
They use their favored version of the Bible as their soapbox of condemnation
To try and put society function in fear of damnation
They proclaim that a thousands-year-old book holds all of the answers to modern
people’s toughest questions
When in reality all that book has in it are suggestions
Because it’s interpreted many different ways by everyone
And debate over its contents will never be done
Sensitive issues aren’t cut and dry black and white
Your interpretation-based opinions will rarely be right
Because they don’t lead to loving others
What they do lead to is othering, judging, and outright hating one another
Let’s practice what we preach
Let’s truly love others unconditionally just like Jesus teaches
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And God Saw That It Was Good…

The Broadway family is caring for a raised bed garden in
Caroline graduated from Leadership
Westminster’s back yard. Be on the lookout for a
Greenwood (with Jacob and Kathy).
harvest of tomatoes, peppers, and other goodies!

On a recent Friday Foray, this eager assortment of art lovers attended the “Beyond Van
Gogh” immersive experience in Augusta, GA. The trip was inspired by our recent Lenten
study, in which art teacher Kathy shared her love of Van Gogh, as well as her love of God.
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Heart-felt thanks to all those who worked hard to
make our inaugural “Joy in June” events so meaningful:
Kathy Gillespie, Rob Graves, Laine Horowitz, Sally
Kauffmann, Di Litwer, Elizabeth Watkins, Kathleen
Watkins, and Caroline Dennis. Also thank-yous to
guest musicians Bill Hogan and Phillip Dennis, and
photographer Mitch Litwer.
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Joy in June: Jesus Loves the Little Children
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Joy in June: Responding Creatively to God’s Word
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Joy in June: Fellowship & Fun in the Sun
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