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Westminster Presbyterian Church
is called by God to be an inclusive community of faith,
abiding in God’s love, and committed to:
Enjoying God, Following Jesus, and Growing Disciples



You Are Welcome Here:
We are glad you are worshipping with us today. We pray you experience our
joyful welcome and God’s peaceful presence as you worship with us today.

Questions about Westminster? Just ask! Any one of us would be glad to help.

The Sanctuary is a Place of Reverence and Worship

In order that our worship might be meaningful to all, please enter the sanctuary
reverently. The narthex or courtyard are good places to visit with friends
before or after worship. Use the moments before worship to prepare your heart,
mind, and body for worship, centering yourself in the space and quieting your
heart. It may be helpful to listen quietly to the prelude, find the hymns we will
be singing, meditate on the scriptures we will be reading.

Children at Westminster:

Children are an integral part of our church family. We are glad when they
come to worship God with us. In our midst, children learn our rthythms of
worship, become knit into our fellowship, and teach us as surely as we are
teaching them.

Please take children to the restroom before worship. If you need to leave the
sanctuary during worship, please use the exits at the rear of the sanctuary. We
ask that families sit together during worship and that no child move
unaccompanied through the building.

Children’s worship packets are available on the front pew and are given out
after The Time With All Gods Children. Children first grade and up (by age or
development) are encouraged to remain in worship.

Children in kindergarten and younger (by age or development) may depart
with our caregivers and teachers for Children’s Sunday School or remain with
their parents for worship if they choose. If this is your first visit to
Westminster, you are welcome to accompany your child to Children’s Sunday
School so that you can meet our caregivers and help settle your child in.

A brochure regarding our Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adult protection
policy is available in the narthex.




Westminster Presbyterian Church
A Service for the Worship of God
Communion Sunday
July 12, 2026

WE GATHER IN GOD’S WORD
Chiming the Hour
Prelude

Words of Scripture Joshua 1:9
I hereby command you, “Be strong and courageous!”
Do not be frightened or dismayed. For the Lord our God is with us wherever we go.

Welcome and Announcements Steve Kuhl
*Call to Remember and Rejoice Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good!
The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever!

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those God redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever!

Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the mighty waters;

they saw the deeds of the Lord, the wondrous works in the deep. For the Lord commanded and raised the
stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the
depths; their courage melted away in their calamity; they reeled and staggered like drunkards and were at
their wits’ end.

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and the Lord brought them out from their distress; the Lord made
the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed.
Then they were glad because they had quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven.

Let us give thanks for the steadfast love of the Lord, for the Lord’s wonderful works to humankind. Let us
extol the Lord in the congregation of the people and praise God in the assembly of elders.

O give thanks to the Lord, for the steadfast love of the Lord endures forever!

*Hymn #35 “Praise Ye the Lord” LOBE DEB HERREN



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained

popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.

TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863

LOBE DEN HERREN
14.14.4.7.8




Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

God of abundant life and steadfast love, we confess that we often fail to be strong and courageous.
All too often we are weak and timid when life calls us to confront injustice, go out of our way, or
make a sacrifice. Forgive us.

We pause for a time of personal prayer.

Fill us Lord with your Spirit. Help us Lord to tap into your strength and courage that we might join
your life giving, lifesaving, life preserving work in the world. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

*Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Time for All God’s Children
Prayer of Illumination
Reading from Hebrew Scriptures Exodus 1:8-2:10

8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph.  He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite
people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 1 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they
will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the

land.” ! Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply
cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 1> But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied
and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. !* The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to
hard servitude ' and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of
field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.

15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other

Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill
him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 13 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and
said to them, “Why have you done this and allowed the boys to live?”” 1° The midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before
the midwife comes to them.” 2° So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and
became very strong. 2! And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh
commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you
shall let every daughter live.”

2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore
a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no
longer she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen
to him.

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river.
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. ® When she opened it, she saw the child.



He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. ” Then his
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the
child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s

mother. ? Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your
wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. ' When the child grew up, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out
of the water.”

This is the Word of the LORD. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Caroline V. Dennis
“Building Bridges: The Women Make a Way”

But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them,
but they let the boys live.
Exodus 1:17



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Call to Offering

*Hymn #753 PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

/53 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace

Prayer of St. Francis
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Though popular opinion credits this prayer to Francis of Assisi, the earliest known printing was in a French
religious magazine in 1912. Yet that gentle saint’s spirit seems evident in these words, a quality that has
spurred many paraphrases and musical settings such as this one.

TEXT: Anon., c. 1912; adapt. Sebastian Temple, 1967
MUSIC: Sebastian Temple, 1963; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Text and Music © 1967 OCP

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS

Irregular



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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loved as to love with all my  soul
*Doxology
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
* Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed

We believe in one GOD, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of GOD, begotten of the Father before
all worlds. Gob of Gob, Light of Light, very GOD of very GOD, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father by whom all things were made: who, for us and for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man,
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day
He rose again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand
of the Father. And he shall come again, with glory to judge both the quick and the dead, whose
kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.



*Hymn #525 LET US BREAK BREAD

“Let Us Break Bread Together”

LORD’S SUPPER

Let Us Break Bread Together 525
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This African American spiritual quite possibly reflects the circumstances of slaves attending early morning
communion services in colonial Anglican churches, but its combination of hope (“rising sun”) and
supplication (“Lord, have mercy”) speaks to many worshipers’ experience.

TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1988
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen

LET US BREAK BREAD
10.10 with refrain



The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion of the People

Today we will come forward to receive communion. Please receive your elements and return to your seat.
When all are served, we will all partake together. If you need the bread and juice brought to you, please
remain in your seat and our servers will serve you there. Please note that there is a gluten free option if

you need it.
Prayer after Communion

Congregational Meeting
*Hymn #547 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” AR HYD Y NOs
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing 547
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Because this Welsh melody usually sets evening texts, the author was asked to create one for use in daytime.
His recasting of the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:22-27 imagines that passage as a benediction that might
be spoken by God at the conclusion of a worship service.

TEXT: Jaroslav ). Vajda, 1983 AR HYD Y NOS
MUSIC: Welsh melody 8.4.8.4.8.8.8.4
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
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*Charge and Benediction

Postlude
[*All stand as they are able.]

The sanctuary flowers are given by Arthur & Kathy Gillespie
in honor of Anna Gillespie Schneider.

Serving Today at Westminster

Organ: Claire Kuhl

Liturgist: Steve Kuhl

Host: Watkins Family

Communion: Steve Kuhl, Bill Kimler, Rob Graves
Sunday Study: Mary Frances Thompson

Children’s Sunday School:  Kathy Gillespie
Today at Westminster

Sunday Study 9:00 am Joe Gettys Room (Adults)
Sunday School 9:00 am Children’s Wing (Children and Youth)
Worship & Communion 10:00 am  Sanctuary
Children’s Nursery 10:00 am  Sanctuary and Children’s Wing
Congregational Meeting 11:00 am  Sanctuary
Nurture & Education I11:15am  Choir Room
This Week at Westminster
Office Hours: 9:00 - 1:00 M-Th
Zoom Prayers 12:00 NOON  Monday
BEMA Discussion Group 6:00 pm Monday Joe Gettys Classroom
Books & Brown Bags 6:00 pm Wednesday Joe Gettys Classroom
Next Sunday, July 19
Sunday Study 9:00 am Joe Gettys Room (Adults)
Sunday School 9:00 am Children’s Wing (Children and Youth)
Worship 10:00 am  Sanctuary
Children’s Nursery 10:00 am  Sanctuary and Children’s Wing

Dinner Church 5:00 pm Fellowship Hall



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Study Opportunities at Westminster
Sunday Adult Study: Join us for Adult Study this Sunday at 9:00 am in the Joe Gettys Room as we
explore a new Wired Word lesson connecting current events and Scripture.

Books and Brown Bags will be reconvened on July 15 for a viewing of the movie, The Shack.

Dinner Church: July 19" 5:00-6:30 PM | Fellowship Hall

Join us for Dinner Church this summer at Westminster! Dinner Church offers a unique Mﬁi?:;:::::.
worship experience centered on fellowship, service, and faith. Each evening includes Make a Difference
opportunities to serve, share a meal and conversation, and participate in interactive worship

focused on the theme of light. Enjoy meaningful connection, uplifting music, and invite a ? ﬂiﬁ
friend to join you! Dinner Church is offered in addition to Sunday morning worship. J
Emerald High School Band Dinner On Thursday, July 16, Westminster Presbyterian mﬁﬁ! SRR

Church will be serving dinner to the Emerald High School Band. If you would like to
donate food or funds, or volunteer to help serve from 4:30-5:30 p.m., please contact Karl Schwarzmann at
(864) 407-8979. Thank you for supporting this ministry!

Parents, Youth and Children_Save the Date July 31, 2026, will be the first WPC Parents
Night Out — Sign-in will start at 5:00pm with pick up by 8:30pm. Parents plan for a night
out while kids enjoy a snack supper and recreation including games, music, conversation
and time to just be with your church friends. To make this happen, youth leaders will need
volunteer adults to come out and play.

(Us A
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
is called by God to be an inclusive community of faith, abiding in God’s love
and committed to enjoying God, following Jesus, and growing disciples.

Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 a.m. — Noon Office Phone: 864.229.3595

www.wpcgnwd.org wpcgwdl@gmail.com
Clerk of Session Treasurer Office Manager
Claire Kuhl David Hammond Charleston Warner
RULING ELDERS
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Laine Horowitz Luke Christie Ginny Cartee
Richard Wilson Bill Kimler Rob Graves

Rev. Caroline Vinson Dennis, pastor
317.777.1487

Sunday Study 9:00 a.m. Church Service: 10:00 a.m.
CCLI License #2724601 and #20189191
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