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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Service for the Worship of God 

Fifth Sunday in Easter 

May 15, 2022 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S WORD 
 
Chiming of the Hour 

Prelude 

Words of Scripture Kathy Felder 

See, the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them as their God. 

They will be his peoples and God himself will be with them.  

 Revelation 21:3 

Welcome and Announcements 

*Call to Worship Psalm 148 

Praise the LORD from the heavens;  

praise him from the heights! 

Praise him, all angels!   

Praise him all hosts! 
 

Praise him sun and moon;  

praise him all you shining stars! 

Rulers of the earth and all peoples,  

young men and women alike,  

old and young together! 
 

Let them praise the name of the LORD,  

for his name alone is to be exalted;  

his glory is above earth and heaven. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

* Opening Prayer 

 

* Hymn #455 “All Creatures of Our God and King”  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

vs. 1, 4,5,6 

 

All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Thou fertile earth, that day by day Unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O sing ye! Alleluia!  
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The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, Let them God's glory also show! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
And everyone of tender heart, Forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye! Alleluia! 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, Praise God and cast on God your care! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
All creatures, your Creator bless, And worship God in humbleness. 

O sing ye! Alleluia!  

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world.  Although 

Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of 

a broken world.  The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas.  The 

fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. 
 
We pause for a time of personal confession. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.  Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of 

your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Hear the good news and believe,  

in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

*Response of Praise 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

*Passing the Peace 

 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 
Time for All God’s Children  

Prayer of Illumination 
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First Scripture Reading  Revelation 21:1-6 

 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 

sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples,  

and God himself will be with them and be their God;  
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 

this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 

life. 

 
 
Second Scripture Reading   Acts 11:1-18 

 

Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had also accepted 

the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, 

“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step 

by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something 

like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and it came close to 

me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also 

heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing 

profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 

‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 

pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 

where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us.[ 

These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen 

the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will 

give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the 

Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the 

Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then 

God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God 

has given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

 

This is the Word of the LORD.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   “A New Heaven and a New Earth” Caroline V. Dennis 

“If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us  

when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,  

who was I that I could hinder God?” 

Acts 11:17 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Offering 

 

Offertory  

 

*Doxology 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

*Confession of Faith  A Brief Statement of Faith (11.4) 

 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

  everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

 The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 

  sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 

  and binds us together with all believers 

  in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

 The same Spirit  

  who inspired the prophets and apostles 

  rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 

  engages us through the Word proclaimed, 

  claims us in the waters of baptism, 

  feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

  and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. 

 In a broken and fearful world 

 the Spirit gives us courage 

  to pray without ceasing, 

  to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

  to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

  to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

  and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,  

  we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 

   and to live holy and joyful lives, 

  even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  

   praying,  “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
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*Hymn #418    “God, Bless Your Church with Strength”  DIADEMATA 

Sung to Tune of Hymn #151 
 

God bless your church with strength! Wherever we may be, 

up build your servants as we work in common ministry. 

Urge us from fledgling faith to venture and to soar 

through open skies to sing the praise of Christ whom we adore. 

 

God bless your church with life! May all our branches thrive, 

un blemished, wholesome, bearing fruit, abundantly alive. 

From you, one holy vine, in freedom may we grow; 

sustain us in our mission, Lord, your love and peace to show. 

 

God bless your church with hope! Despite chaotic days, 

may we in chaos shine to light a pathway through life's maze. 

May justice be our aim, and kindness ours to share; 

in humbleness oh may we walk, assured our God is there! 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

Postlude 

 [*All stand as they are able.] 

 

 

 

Serving Today at Westminster 
 

Organist: Larry Dozier 

Vocalists: Nickie Murphy 

Liturgists: Kathy Felder 

Worship Hosts: Nancy Dozier 

Tech Team: Phillip and Jacob Dennis 

Adult Sunday School:  Claire Kuhl 

Children’s Sunday School:       Emily Hughes and Mary Anne Wilson 

 

Next Sunday, May 22 
 

  9:00 Sunday School 
10:00 Mission Sunday Worship 
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Sanctuary Flowers: 

 
The sanctuary flowers today are given by Kathleen Watkins in memory of her parents, Sam and Irene White. 
 

Sunday Sustenance 
 
Chef Rob Graves will be preparing a Mediterranean Feast today after worship. Come join us for great food 

and brainstorming regarding  our Music and Worship Committee discussing options for the remainder of the 

Summer.  
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Session Meeting 
 
The May session meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m. in the parlor. 

 
Adult Sunday School  
 

Our study of “The Mighty Acts of God” continues with Claire Kuhl leading the discussion. 
 
 

Worship on the Water Kick Off Sunday: 
 

NO IN-+SANCTUARY WORSHIP ON MAY 29. ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN TOGETHER TO 

WORSHIP AT WORSHIP ON THE WATER AND AFTERWARD FOR A LUNCHEON IN THE 

CAMP FELLOWSHIP DINING HALL. 

Come join the fun and fellowship as WOW kicks off for the summer on Memorial Day Weekend. A 

church picnic will follow the service with a lunch catered by Camp Fellowship. 
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A Brief Statement of Faith  

 

Throughout the Easter Season, the fifty days from Easter Day to Pentecost, we will be using portions of 

A Brief Statement of Faith as our Confession of Faith in our corporate worship.  This confession was 

written to be included in the Book of Confessions for reunion of the two largest Presbyterian churches 

in the United States to form the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1983. “It celebrates our rediscovery that 

for all our undoubted diversity, we are bound together by a common faith and a common task.” (The 

Book of Confessions: The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church USA, Part 1)   

 

The body of The Statement is divided into three portions dedicated to our trust in each of the three 

persons of the Trinity, God the Son, God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit.  Today we confess together 

the last portion of The Statement.  Worshippers may wish to use this confession as part of their personal 

prayer during these fifty days. 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
An Inclusive Community of Faith 

United by Our Belief in and Commitment to Jesus Christ 
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 a.m. – Noon     Office Phone:  864. 229.3595 

   www.wpcgnwd.org         wpcgwd1@gmail.com 
 

Clerk of Session 

Steve Kuhl 

 

Class of 2022 

Kathy Gillespie 

Emily Hughes 

Treasurer 

Len Bornemann 

RULING ELDERS 

Class of 2023 

Paula Bourne 

David Hammond 

Office Manager 

Kathy Nave Felder 

 

Class of 2024 

Kathy Felder 

Claire Kuhl 
Reverend Caroline Vinson Dennis 

Pastor (317.777.1487 
Sunday Study 9:00 a.m.    Church Service: 10:00 a.m. 

CCLI License #2724601 and #20189191 


