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You Are Welcome Here: 
We are glad you are worshipping with us today.  We pray you experience our 
joyful welcome and God’s peaceful presence as you worship with us today.  
 
Questions about Westminster? Just ask! Any one of us would be glad to help.   
 
The Sanctuary is a Place of Reverence and Worship 
In order that our worship might be meaningful to all, please enter the sanctuary 
reverently.  The narthex or courtyard are good places to visit with friends 
before or after worship. Use the moments before worship to prepare your heart, 
mind, and body for worship, centering yourself in the space and quieting your 
heart.  It may be helpful to listen quietly to the prelude, find the hymns we will 
be singing, meditate on the scriptures we will be reading.   
Children at Westminster:   
Children are an integral part of our church family.  We are glad when they 
come to worship God with us.  In our midst, children learn our rhythms of 
worship, become knit into our fellowship, and teach us as surely as we are 
teaching them.  
 
Please take children to the restroom before worship.  If you need to leave the 
sanctuary during worship, please use the exits at the rear of the sanctuary.  We 
ask that families sit together during worship and that no child move 
unaccompanied through the building. 
 
Children’s worship packets are available on the front pew and are given out 
after The Time With All Gods Children.  Children first grade and up (by age or 
development) are encouraged to remain in worship.   
 
Children in kindergarten and younger (by age or development) may depart 
with our caregivers and teachers for Children’s Sunday School or remain with 
their parents for worship if they choose.  If this is your first visit to 
Westminster, you are welcome to accompany your child to Children’s Sunday 
School so that you can meet our caregivers and help settle your child in.  
 
A brochure regarding our Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adult protection 
policy is available in the narthex.   
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
A Service for the Worship of God 

January 25, 2026 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S WORD 
 

Chiming the Hour 
 
Prelude        
 
Words of Scripture Psalm 122:1 
 

I was glad when they said unto me, 
    Let us go into the house of the Lord.  
     

Welcome and Announcements Bill Jacobs 
 

*Call to Worship Psalm 27:1,4 
The Lord is my light and salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 
One thing I asked of the Lord, 
that I will seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life. 

*Hymn #14 “For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX 
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Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and 
strength.  
We pause for personal prayer 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend 
what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen.   

Assurance of Pardon  

*Response of Praise  GLORIA PATRI 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
*Passing the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
Time for All God’s Children  
Prayer for Illumination 
Reading from the Gospels John 1:43-51 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him about whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come 
and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw 
you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

Reading from the Epistles   1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 
agreement and that there be no divisions among you but that you be knit together in the same mind and the 
same purpose. 11 For it has been made clear to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my 
brothers and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or 
“I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel—and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be 
emptied of its power. 
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18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God. 

 
This is the Word of the LORD.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon         Brian Purcell 
“Can’t We All Just Get Along?!” 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Call to Offering 
*Offertory Hymn #300  THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

“We Are One in the Spirit” 
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*Doxology   
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
*Affirmation of Faith    Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Hymn #321 “The Church’s One Foundation  AURELIA 
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Charge and Benediction  
Postlude 
 [*All stand as they are able.] 
 

 
Serving Today at Westminster 

Organ: Claire Kuhl 
Vocalist: Clint McInnes 
Liturgist: Bill Jacobs 
Host: Wicker Family  
Sunday Study:  Mary Frances Thompson 

Today at Westminster 
Sunday Study    9:00 am  Joe Gettys Room (Adults)     

 Sunday School    9:00 am  Children’s Wing (Children and Youth)   
Worship     10:00 am Sanctuary 

 Children’s Nursery  10:00 am Sanctuary and Children’s Wing 
 BEMA Interest Mtg.  11:15 am  Choir Room 
 Nurture and Ed. Mtg.  11:45 am  Parlor 
This Week at Westminster 

 
Office Hours:   9:00 – 1:00   M-Th 
Zoom Prayer Time  NOON   Monday  Zoom 
BEMA Discussion Group 6:00 – 7:00   Monday   Joe Gettys Classroom 
Better Together Wellness 5:15 pm   Wednesday Fellowship Hall 
Books & Brown Bags  6:00 pm   Wednesday Joe Gettys Room 

Next Sunday, February 1 
Sunday Study    9:00 am  Joe Gettys Room (Adults)     

 Sunday School    9:00 am  Children’s Wing (Children and Youth)   
Worship & Communion 10:00 am Sanctuary 

 Children’s Nursery  10:00 am Sanctuary and Children’s Wing 
 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Study Opportunities at Westminster 

Sunday Adult Study: Continues its study of C.S. Lewis’ “Mere Christianity.” 
Books and Brown Bags continues its discussion of “How to Know a Person,” by David Brooks. 

Our Guest Preacher Today is Brian Purcell who currently serves as the Chaplain 
for Hospice and Palliative Care of the Piedmont here in Greenwood.  He has been 
with the organization since March of 2025.  Previously he served as a Chaplain and 
CPE Resident at Self Regional Hospital.  Brian graduated Erskine Theological 
Seminary with a Master of Practical Ministry Degree in 2023 and is currently a 
Candidate for Ordination in the Presbyterian Church (USA).   Prior to Brian's 
transition into the ministry, he served as the Women's Soccer Coach at Presbyterian 
College for 35 years.  Brian has been married to Kim Purcell for 34 years.  They 
have two adult sons - Will (25) and Jay (28).   
Communion Sunday:  Next Sunday, February 1, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Our Pastor, Caroline Dennis 
and her husband Phillip, will be having a pulpit exchange.  Caroline will be preaching at First Presbyterian, 
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Ware Shoals while Phillip will be preaching here and presiding over the table.  Please remember to bring your 
purple bag full of sustenance for our neighbors.  You can pick up your bag in the narthex today. 
 
WHAT’S THE BUZZ ABOUT BEMA? You've heard Caroline mention it from the pulpit, you see it on the 
church calendar and you have probably heard current BEMA students chatting about a fascinating lesson. This 
walk through the Bible is taught by Jewish follower of Christ and theologian Marty Solomon and is accessed 
via the BEMA podcast. It is rich with original text information, cultural context, literary structure, and the big 
picture takeaway messages. Marty's teachings encourage and give you space to wrestle with the text and ask 
better questions of the Bible. Jacob wrestled with God (Genesis 32:22-32) and emerged from the experience 
changed. This study will answer questions, have you asking more questions, and leave you changed with 
knowledge and information you may have never encountered. No prior Bible knowledge is needed. If you 
would like to learn more about this transformative study please plan to stay after worship TODAY, Sunday, 
January 25th, for a brief informational session in the choir room. 
 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
is called by God to be an inclusive community of faith, abiding in God’s love 

and committed to enjoying God, following Jesus, and growing disciples.  
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 a.m. – Noon     Office Phone:  864.229.3595 

www.wpcgnwd.org         wpcgwd1@gmail.com  
Clerk of Session Treasurer Office Manager 

Claire Kuhl David Hammond Charleston Warner 
   
 RULING ELDERS  

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028 
Laine Horowitz Luke Christie Ginny Cartee 
Richard Wilson Bill Kimler Rob Graves 

 Rev. Caroline Vinson Dennis, pastor 
317.777.1487 

Sunday Study 9:00 a.m.    Church Service: 10:00 a.m. 
CCLI License #2724601 and #20189191 


